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On behalf of the Directors in the Secretariat for Catholic Formation,  I am pleased to let you know that late 
Friday afternoon we received unofficial good news that the ban on in-person youth education programs at 
Houses of Worship will be lifted. We want to inform you of this development and, at the same time, let you 
know that prudence and patience are our primary concerns moving forward.  

 
Here is what we know:  
Rep. Mark Pearson, who has been working on Places of Worship guidance with the Governor’s Office and 
DHHS, received information today from DHHS that indicates that the ban on youth education is being lifted. 
Note that no official amendments to the text of the State’s Places of Worship guidelines have been published 
yet, although it appears likely that those will be issued in short order. In the meantime, we will be updating 
our protocols to reflect these apparently imminent changes and we will circulate them to you.   

 
We ask that, in prudence, you patiently wait for updated diocesan protocols before announcing and publishing 
your plans for resuming in-person faith formation sessions with youth, whether in traditional classroom, family 
based or whole community lifelong faith formation models. Our concern for protecting and ensuring the health 
and safety of all those we serve is paramount. It is imperative that we move forward together in communion 
with one another in offering sacrament formation and faith formation to all age groups. Our relationship with 
Jesus Christ and union with each other are the fertile soil that ensures the Spirit will produce good fruit within 
and among us. 

 
We will continue to be in touch with you with updated protocols as soon as possible and to support you and 
catechetical ministry throughout the diocese. 
 


