
Diocese of Manchester
Catechesis World Meeting of Families

In preparation for the 2015 World Meeting of 
Families, the Archdiocese of Philadelphia has 
prepared a catechetical resource, “Love is our Mission, 
Th e Family Fully Alive,” published by Our Sunday 
Visitor. Ten themes are featured in the resource 
and highlights from one theme will be posted with 
suggested activities and additional resources each 
month leading up to the World Meeting of Families in 
September 2015. 

“MOTHER, TEACHER, FAMILY: THE NATURE AND ROLE OF THE CHURCH”
“We could say that the “constitution” of the Church is not any virtue, holiness or achievement we may have attained, but 
the self-giving love of Christ. When we are born of the Church as of our Mother, we are born of this love of Christ.” 
(Paragraph 178, p. 102)

THINK: Th e identity and holiness of the Church does not come from us. How would you describe the Catholic Church? 
Where do your images and descriptions of Church come from?

“Th e teaching authority of the Church serves the whole people of God by preserving the truth of the Gospel intact, 
together with all the moral teachings revealed explicitly and implicitly, in the Gospel, which nurture human freedom.” 
(Paragraph 184, p. 104)

PRAY for the grace to give married couples and families the strength and courage they need to be witnesses to Christ’s 
love.

“May those married in Christ be faithful witnesses to his love, and so become teachers of the truth, which is always and 
everywhere intrinsically compelling.” (Paragraph 187, p.106)

ACT: Do something for your parents and/or grandparents to thank them and express your gratitude to them for being 
active witnesses to married life and family life. Th is might be to make them a meal, have a family gathering, send a card or 
letter, plan an outing, or spend some time in an activity of their choosing.


