
Diocese of Manchester
Catechesis World Meeting of Families

In preparation for the 2015 World Meeting of 
Families, the Archdiocese of Philadelphia has 
prepared a catechetical resource, “Love is our Mission, 
Th e Family Fully Alive,” published by Our Sunday 
Visitor. Ten themes are featured in the resource 
and highlights from one theme will be posted with 
suggested activities and additional resources each 
month leading up to the World Meeting of Families in 
September 2015. 

“A HOME FOR THE WOUNDED HEART”
“To grasp the Church’s ministry of teaching correctly, we also need to consider her pastoral nature. Pope Francis once 
famously likened the Church to “a fi eld hospital aft er battle.” He said: “It is useless to ask a seriously injured person if he has 
high cholesterol and about the level of his blood sugars! You have to heal his wounds. Th en we can talk about everything 
else. Heal the wounds, heal the wounds.… And you have to start from the ground up.” (Paragraph 151, p. 90)

THINK about who helps/helped you through a diffi  cult time. How are/were they instruments and sources of healing for 
you? How are you a source of healing for others in your daily life?

“Th e New Evangelization can be understood as bringing the wounded in from the battlefi eld of the world to encounter 
the Divine Physician and the healing that he off ers within the community of the Church. Pope Francis sees this task as the 
challenge of being a ‘missionary Church,’ or ‘a Church which goes forth.’” (Paragraph 157, p. 92)

PRAY to the Divine Physician asking Him to heal your wounds, especially those that are sources of pain or anguish for 
you and those who love you. Ask our merciful God to send again His Spirit of compassion into your heart to enable you to 
extend hope and healing to others.

“Christian faith and the salvation it mediates are not individualistic; they are deeply communal: “Faith is necessarily eccle-
sial; it is professed from within the body of Christ as a concrete communion of believers. It is against this ecclesial back-
drop that faith opens the individual Christian toward all others. Christ’s word, once heard, by virtue of its inner power at 
work in the heart of the Christian, becomes a response, a spoken word, a profession of faith.” (Paragraph 172, p. 97)

ACT by participating in a parish event or with a parish group that is responding and reaching out to those whose hearts are 
wounded; e.g., the homeless; those living alone; adults who are separated or divorced; single parents; prisoners; those who 
have experienced abandonment; victims of abuse. 


