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Catechesis World Meeting of Families

In preparation for the 2015 World Meeting of 
Families, the Archdiocese of Philadelphia has 
prepared a catechetical resource, “Love is our Mission, 
Th e Family Fully Alive,” published by Our Sunday 
Visitor. Ten themes are featured in the resource 
and highlights from one theme will be posted with 
suggested activities and additional resources each 
month leading up to the World Meeting of Families in 
September 2015. 

“ALL LOVE BEARS FRUIT”

“Not everyone is called to marriage. But every life is meant to be fertile. Every life has the power and the need to nurture 
new life – if not through bearing and raising children, then through other vital forms of self-giving, building and service. 
…Th e diff erent ways of being chaste and celebrate outside of marriage are ways of donating one’s life to God’s service and 
the human community.” (Chapter VI Introduction, p. 63)

THINK about how you discerned your call to marriage or celibate life. Who were the people or groups that guided this 
process for you? What are some ways you nurture new life through service to God and to the human community?

“Celibacy can be confi rmed and permanent, as in religious life, or someone unable to marry due to disability or 
circumstance, or only potentially permanent, as in a young person discerning a vocation. In all of these cases, celibacy 
follows in the footsteps of Jesus, fl ourishing by off ering the self to God and trusting in his plan, and building a life premised 
on loving others with mercy, patience, generosity and service.” (Paragraph 100, p. 66)

PRAY for those discerning their vocation to the priesthood, vowed religious life, single or married life. Ask the Holy Spirit 
to enlighten and guide them and to fi ll them with patience and peace throughout the process.

“Since marriage and celibacy are complementary vocations for adult Catholics, we should raise our young people to see 
that a romantic partner is not essential for human happiness…Th e question about vocation which faces adolescents and 
other young people today needs to involve more than romantic preference. Young people need to acquire certain internal 
spiritual skills regardless of what their future life holds.” (Paragraph 107, p. 69)

ACT: 
• Share with the young people in your family, neighborhood or parish community some of the internal spiritual skills 

that help deepen your happiness.
• Encourage a youth or young adult minister; e.g., let them know you appreciate their eff orts and support in handing on 

the faith to the young people in your family, parish and/or school community.
• Learn more about the priesthood and/or vowed religious life and share what you learn with your family and friends.


