
Diocese of Manchester
Catechesis World Meeting of Families

In preparation for the 2015 World Meeting of 
Families, the Archdiocese of Philadelphia has 
prepared a catechetical resource, “Love is our Mission, 
Th e Family Fully Alive,” published by Our Sunday 
Visitor. Ten themes are featured in the resource 
and highlights from one theme will be posted with 
suggested activities and additional resources each 
month leading up to the World Meeting of Families in 
September 2015. 

“CHOOSING LIFE”
“…God made us for a reason.  Th e God we meet in Jesus Christ loves us, and calls us to love as he does. If we understand 
that love is our mission in our marriages, our families, our children, and our parishes, then we have learned a basic truth 
that will shape many other areas of life. (Paragraph 189, p. 109)

THINK: What diff erence does understanding that God made you for a reason make in your life? How do knowing and 
accepting that love is your mission shape areas of your life?

“If we have learned to think of our families as domestic churches, if we have learned why moral individualism is not the 
right context for receiving Catholic teaching then we have adopted a view that will reorient our whole identity.” (Paragraph 
191, p. 110)

“Living in the world as a creative, faithful minority takes spiritual discipline.” 
(Paragraph 194, p. 111)

PRAY that the Gift s of the Spirit, particularly the gift s of wisdom and fortitude, will be renewed within you. Ask our loving 
God to strengthen and empower you and your family to witness joyfully to Catholic perspectives on the meaning of life 
and how to live well.

“…a vital part of the Church’s pastoral outreach…is to think of how the Christian family loves and serves the parish, the 
diocese, the universal Church, and the world…Th is is, in a sense, a paradigm shift  that awaits full fl owering in the Church: 
the unleashing of the Christian family for the work of advancing the Gospel. At the root of this is nothing other than a 
rediscovery of the vocation of marriage as a vocation to become a domestic church.” (Paragraphs 202-203, p. 114)

ACT: As a couple and/or family set aside some time to talk about some concrete ways you can incorporate the Gospel 
message more intentionally in the daily life of your household. Share what you choose to do with a member of your parish 
staff  and another household in your parish community.


