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Important Updates
The New Hampshire Legislature has returned to Concord, and in the coming weeks, we will start to bring
you summaries of the bills we are following. In the meantime, here are important updates:


Saint Anselm College Event on the Death Penalty



Urge Your U.S. Representative and Senators to Co-Sponsor the Health Care Conscience Rights
Act



Contact Your State Representatives and Support an Interest Rate Cap on Car Title Loans



Keep Up-to-Date on State House News

Saint Anselm College Event on the Death Penalty
Sr. Helen Prejean, CSJ, will speak at the New Hampshire Institute of Politics at Saint Anselm College on
January 16 at 7:00 pm – just hours after the House Criminal Justice & Public Safety Committee will hear
testimony on the bill to repeal the death penalty in New Hampshire. Sr. Helen is the author of Dead Man
Walking: an Eyewitness Account of the Death Penalty in the United States. Also on the panel will be John

Breckinridge, a former police officer who supported the death penalty, but after a long and difficult
spiritual journey, now opposes capital punishment. John shared his story with Parable, the magazine of
the Diocese of Manchester, and you can read it by clicking here. CLICK HERE for directions to the New
Hampshire Institute of Politics.

Urge Your U.S. Representative and Senators to Co-Sponsor the
Health Care Conscience Rights Act
Enforcement of the mandate requiring coverage of contraception, abortifacients, and sterilization against
nonprofit religious schools, charities, and health care providers started on January 1, 2014. Contact your
members of Congress and urge them to co-sponsor the Health Care Conscience Rights Act (H.R. 940; S.
1204) and work for its approval as part of ‘must-pass’ bills or other legislation. CLICK HERE for talking
points, recommended actions, and a link to the contact information for your members of Congress.

Contact Your State Representatives and Support an Interest Rate
Cap on Car Title Loans
On Wednesday, January 15, the New Hampshire House is expected to vote on HB 562, a bill to reinstate
the 36% annual interest rate cap on car title loans, replacing the current interest rate cap of 25% per
month, which is 300% per year.
How to Take Action: Contact your representatives and ask them to support an interest rate cap on car
title loans. Find your representatives, CLICK HERE.
Talking Points:
Failing to take action allows car title lenders to continue to provide a legal loan with interest rates at up to
300% per year.


The House Committee heard testimony from community groups about the problems car title loans
cause for low-income people in our cities and towns. The New Hampshire Local Welfare
Administrators has consistently supported a 36% interest rate cap on small loans. A long-term car
title loan at 300% annually can find a family in the local welfare office worse off than they were
before they took out the loan in the first place.



Car title loans are not based on the borrower’s ability to pay. They are based on the value of the
asset – the family car – which secures the loan. Borrowers often become trapped in debt to car title
lenders because they never could afford the loan in the first place.



New Hampshire consumers can lose their family cars if they cannot afford to pay back their car title
loans. In New Hampshire, with limited public transportation, loss of the family car can be
devastating. For many low-income families, a car may be the family’s most valuable asset.

Greedy Lending Practices are Inconsistent with Church Teaching Calling us to put the Needs of the Poor
and Vulnerable First


Not long before he died, Pope John Paul II attacked greedy lending practices as “a scourge that is
a reality in our time and that has a stranglehold on many peoples’ lives.” This stranglehold must be
broken if the working, indebted poor are to be given a chance to make a life for themselves and
their families.



Pope Francis has spoken frequently about the scandal of poverty and has challenged followers of
Christ to take action. As the Holy Father said, “Among our tasks as witnesses to the love of Christ
is that of giving a voice to the cry of the poor.”



Visit the website of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops for more information about
the Option for the Poor and Vulnerable and other areas of Catholic Social Teaching.

Keep Up-to-Date on State House News
More than 700 bills are on the agenda for the New Hampshire Legislature this session including the
repeal of the death penalty, physician-assisted suicide, abortion clinic licensing, and support for victims of
human trafficking. Watch Catholic Citizenship News for updates as bills progress and learn how your
voice can make a difference. To subscribe, visit catholicnh.org/ccn.

New Hampshire Legislature in Session
Feb 24, 2014
The New Hampshire Legislative session has been off to a fast start. Below you will find a summary of the
bills we have been following, along with notes on how you can take action.
Many of the bills this session are of interest to Catholics, but your help is needed in particular on bills
to legalize assisted suicide and to repeal the death penalty in New Hampshire. Read about the bills
below, and contact your legislator today to make your voice heard – some of these bills could be heard on
the House floor as early as March 5.
Here is the list of the topics:
Abortion
Alkaline Hydrolysis
Assisted Suicide
Death Penalty
Fetal Homicide
Human Trafficking
Labor
Medicaid Expansion
Mental Health
Palliative Care
How to Contact Your Representative

Abortion
SB 319 would create a buffer zone around abortion clinics, only allowing certain individuals to be present
within the designated area. While an employee of an abortion clinic would be allowed to be present on the

public sidewalks around abortion clinics and speak for the purpose of escorting individuals, an individual
who wishes to speak with a woman to offer another alternative to abortion would be silenced. Restricting
speech based upon the content of the speech clearly is prohibited by the United States and New
Hampshire Constitutions. Even though the Senate Judiciary Committee heard compelling testimony from
a number of people over several hours, the Senate passed SB 319, and it now will move to the House.
Read our testimony.
Watch Catholic Citizenship News for a future alert when SB 319 is scheduled for a hearing.
Currently, New Hampshire is one of only a few states in the country that does not collect statistics about
abortions performed here. HB 1502 was introduced to require a report of abortions be made to the New
Hampshire Department of Health and Human Services. The bill specifically provides that the information
obtained from the Department may be used only for statistical purposes and shall not be released in a
manner that would identify the women who have received abortion services, protecting their privacy. At
the hearing on HB 1502, Planned Parenthood of Northern New England said it complies with state
abortion statistics laws in Maine and Vermont. The House Health, Human Services & Elderly Affairs
Committee recommended that the full House should send this bill to interim study (which, despite its
name, means the bill would be killed).
Read our testimony on HB 1502.

Contact your representatives to overturn the committee’s recommendation
and vote OUGHT TO PASS on HB 1502.
HB 1501 would protect women’s health by licensing abortion clinics, just as New Hampshire safeguards
the health of its citizens through the licensing of hospitals, ambulatory surgical centers, and similar
facilities. The House Health, Human Services and Elderly Affairs Committee voted to recommend that the
full House kill this bill.

Contact your representatives and urge them to overturn the Committee’s
recommendation and support licensing of abortion clinics by voting OUGHT
TO PASS on HB 1501.

Alkaline Hydrolysis
HB 1577 would allow and regulate alkaline hydrolysis for the disposal of human remains. If this bill
sounds familiar, it is because it is the same bill you helped to defeat last year. In the process of alkaline
hydrolysis, the human body is reduced to bone ash and a sterile liquid substance through a chemical
reaction. While the bone ash may be returned to the decedent’s family, the liquid substance (reported at
150 to 300 gallons during the hearing) is flushed away into a public waste system. The Diocese of
Manchester has opposed alkaline hydrolysis because every human person has an innate dignity that calls
for the remains of a deceased person to be treated with the utmost respect. Even though this same bill
was defeated last year, the House Executive Departments and Administration Committee voted to
recommend the House pass the bill. HB 1577 now will move to the full House for a vote.

Read our testimony on HB 1577.

Contact your representatives to overturn the Committee’s recommendation
and vote down HB 1577 because the bill already has been rejected during this
legislative session and it fails to provide New Hampshire citizens with the
reverence and respect they should receive at the end of their lives.

Assisted Suicide
Four bills concerning assisted suicide are pending before the New Hampshire Legislature this session.

The bills are explained in more detail below, but be sure read and share our
talking points for more information.
HB 1325 would legalize what is commonly known as physician-assisted suicide – using the term “death
with dignity” to describe a self-inflicted death by physician-prescribed drug overdose. The Catholic Church
opposes assisted suicide because we affirm the dignity of every human life from conception to natural
death. As a society, we can respond to those with terminal illnesses with love, support, and
companionship, encouraging such services as hospice and palliative care. Instead, HB 1325 puts
vulnerable New Hampshire citizens at risk in a number of ways:
• There is no requirement for truly informed consent only that the physician “inform” the patient of feasible
alternatives. This allows for anything from a cursory mention of alternatives to a full explanation.
• There is no requirement for a psychiatric consultation. Under this bill, counseling only is required if a
psychiatric or psychological disorder or depression causes impaired judgment. Studies show, however,
that the cause of requesting hastened death in a significant percentage of terminally ill patients is
depression and hopelessness. See our testimony at the link below for a list of studies.
• The definition of “terminal condition” does not require a disease be in its end stage for an individual to
request assisted suicide. Many individuals with disabilities testified at the hearing on HB 1325 and
expressed concern that they would fall within the definition of those who could request assisted suicide
even though they do not have end-stage illnesses.
The House Judiciary Committee voted 9-8 to recommend the House not pass HB 1325.
Read our testimony.

Contact your representatives to oppose HB 1325.
Currently, it is a crime in New Hampshire to aid or solicit another individual to commit suicide. HB 1216
seeks to revise the law so it no longer would be a crime to solicit another individual to commit suicide.
Although some may support this measure believing it advances “death with dignity,” there are significant
concerns with this bill. While many think of this approach as physician-assisted suicide, nothing in this bill
relates to health care professionals. Instead, any individual would be able to solicit any other individual to
commit suicide and it no longer would be a crime. For vulnerable individuals in our communities – the ill
and those with mental illnesses – this bill puts them at significant risk of harm. The House Criminal Justice

and Public Safety Committee voted 11-5 to recommend the House not pass the bill. The bill now moves
to a vote before the full House as early as March 5, so:
Read our testimony on HB 1216.

Contact your representatives to oppose HB 1216.
If an individual is charged with the crime of causing or aiding another to commit suicide, HB 1292 would
create a defense if the victim has a terminal illness which will reduce his or her life expectancy to two
years or less, as certified by a physician, and the person charged with aiding the victim in committing
suicide claims to have done so to alleviate the victim’s pain and suffering. While the Church believes that
suicide always is a tragedy and that a caring community can respond with hospice and palliative care to
better meet the needs of those facing the end of life, this bill raises serious questions that should be
shared with your legislators:
• How will it be determined whether the person charged with aiding in suicide acted with intent to alleviate
pain and suffering or for another motive?
• Will the victim’s pain and suffering be based upon the victim’s perceptions or from the reports of the
person charged with a crime? The victim will be deceased and unable to say whether assisted suicide
was his or her wish.
• The time span on this bill as a two year life expectancy is far too long. Much can be learned and
accomplished in medicine in a two-year time period.
• This bill is not physician-assisted suicide – it would allow any individual to aid in the suicide of any other
individual. The person aiding need not be a physician.
The House Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee voted 12-4 to recommend the House not pass
HB 1292. The bill now moves to a vote before the full House as early as March 5, so:
Read our testimony on HB 1292.

Contact your representatives to oppose HB 1292.
The New Hampshire House also is considering HB 1226, a bill to study “end-of-life decisions” that seeks
to study “aid in dying laws” enacted in other states. A very similar bill to study “death with dignity” passed
the House and Senate last year and was vetoed by Governor Hassan. Some have argued this bill merely
studies physician-assisted suicide, and there is no harm in studying an issue. Passing this bill would send
the message that suicide has a place in our society, however, and suicide is a terrible tragedy we should
work to prevent. The House Judiciary Committee voted 9-7 to recommend the House pass HB 1226, and
the full House will have an opportunity to vote on the bill.
Read our testimony.

Contact your representatives to oppose HB 1226.

Death Penalty
The House Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee voted 14-3 to recommend the repeal of the
death penalty in New Hampshire. The full House of Representatives could vote on HB 1170 as early as
Wednesday, March 12, 2014, so contact your representatives today. The Diocese supports repeal of the
death penalty because, as Blessed John Paul II said, “the dignity of human life must never be taken
away, even in the case of someone who has done great evil.” Sentences such as life in prison without
parole provide non-lethal alternatives to the death penalty, allowing us to protect society without
compromising our basic belief in the sanctity of human life.
For more information and talking points:
Read our Catholic Citizenship News Education Bulletin.
Read Bishop Libasci’s testimony supporting HB 1170.
Read our death penalty resources.

Fetal Homicide
In 2009, the NH Supreme Court heard the Lamy case, a criminal case concerning an intoxicated driver
who struck a car driven by a woman who was pregnant. The child was delivered prematurely and died
two weeks later as a result of the injuries sustain in the collision. The Court overturned the conviction of
the driver for causing the death of the child because current NH law does not support a conviction for the
child's death. In the Lamy decision, Justice James Duggan wrote, "Should the legislature find this result in
this case as unfortunate as we do, it should follow the lead of many other states and revisit the homicide
statutes as they pertain to the fetus." HB 1503 was introduced this year to include unborn children in the
current homicide laws. Representatives of organizations supporting abortion testified in opposition to HB
1503 claiming it will erode women's rights even though the express language of HB 1503 states that the
bill does not apply to any action by the mother or performed at the mother's request. More than half of the
states in the country have fetal homicide bills, and these bills have done nothing to overturn Roe v. Wade.
By blocking HB 1503, abortion advocates threaten the rights of women who made the choice to keep their
child.
The House Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee is expected to consider the bill on Tuesday,
March 4 before it is sent to the House.

Contact the members of the Committee and your representatives and support
HB 1503.

Human Trafficking
According to the U.S. State Department, every country in the world is affected by human trafficking. The
United States is no exception, serving as a source, transit, and destination country for men, women, and

children – both U.S. citizens and foreign nationals. Visit the website of the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops to learn more about the horrific crime of human trafficking. The Catholic Church is vehement in
its opposition to human trafficking because it violates our most central teaching to uphold the sacredness
and dignity of every human life. The Diocese testified in support of SB 317 because it would support and
protect victims of trafficking and protect the safety of our society by bringing traffickers to justice. SB 317
will allow victims to sue their trafficker in civil court, make it a felony to knowingly force a person to
engage in labor or sex acts against their will, and make prostituting minors a felony. The Senate passed
SB 317 by a 24-0 vote, and the bill now will move to the House. Contact your representatives and ask
them to support SB 317.

Labor
Upholding the dignity of work and the rights of workers is one of the seven themes of Catholic Social
Teaching. In 1891, Pope Leo XIII issued Rerum Novarum, which provided the first Catholic evaluation of
the Industrial Revolution, especially its impact on the dignity of workers. The Church teaches that work is
more than a way to make a living; it is a form of continuing participation in God’s creation. Pope Leo did
two things: first, he recognized the right of workers to form unions for the purpose of collective bargaining
with their employers; and, second, he proposed that employers set wages according to the needs of
working families, not solely according to raw market calculations. Since the time of Pope Leo XIII, every
Pope, especially Blessed John Paul II, has reinforced these teachings.
With these teachings in mind, the Diocese has taken a position on two labor bills this session. The
Diocese opposed SB 217, the right-to-work bill, for several reasons, including that it would unnecessarily
restrict the freedom of unions and employers to bargain over substantive issues. The Senate did not pass
SB 217, and the bill has failed for this session.
Read our testimony.

The Diocese supported HB 1403, a bill to increase the minimum wage, as one of many ways to address
the needs of New Hampshire citizens living in poverty. In supporting HB 1403, the Diocese has asked the
Legislature to take the needs of our poorest citizens to heart – to examine poverty in our State and seek
solutions to feed the hungry, bring fair housing to the homeless, create jobs, provide financial education,
and welcome the stranger.
Read our testimony.

Contact your representatives to support HB 1403.

Medicaid Expansion

SB 413, the bill to create a New Hampshire Health Protection Act by using 100% federal Medicaid funds,
is estimated to provide health insurance coverage to 50,000 low-income New Hampshire residents who
otherwise would not have health insurance coverage. Those covered are at or below 138% of the federal
poverty level, often referred to as the working poor - those working to make a difference in their lives but
hoping a medical emergency does not find them struggling to deal with a financial crisis as well as the
emotional needs those with health insurance would face. The Diocese supports SB 413 because the
Catholic Church teaches that access to health care is a basic human right. This conviction stems from our
special concern for the poor and vulnerable as well as our very fundamental belief in the right to life and
the dignity of the human person. In supporting SB 413, of course, we do not support expanded coverage
of "objectionable services," such as contraception, sterilization, and abortion. We support life-affirming
healthcare, healthcare that supports and sustains life. We view support of SB 413 as just one step toward
helping low-income New Hampshire residents, and we have urged the New Hampshire Legislature to
seek opportunities to address the issue of poverty in our state in a truly comprehensive way, acting
decisively toward helping the many in need in New Hampshire. The Senate Health, Education and
Human Services Committee voted 4-1 to support SB 413, and the full Senate is expected to vote on the
bill on March 6.
Read our letter on SB 413.

Contact your senator to support this legislation.

Mental Health
Many of us are affected by mental illness – by our own diagnosis, as caregivers for a family member, or
as workers in the field of mental health. While many with mental illness attend to a life of employment and
education, others in our communities struggle with loneliness, rejection, confusion, frustration, and
anxiety. Our faith requires greater sensitivity and commitment to our neighbors affected by mental illness
as well as a greater responsibility on our part to recognize their importance to our community, especially
our faith community. As a society, we can play a significant role in promoting the mental health of all by
providing effective care, including health care. For these reasons, the Diocese supports SB 270, a bill
establishing a commission to study mental health in New Hampshire. The Senate passed SB 270, and it
now will move to the House.
Read Bishop Libasci’s letter on SB 270.
Watch Catholic Citizenship News for a future alert when SB 270 is scheduled for a hearing in the House.

Palliative Care
The challenges of serious and terminal illnesses can be overwhelming. Palliative care offers compassion,
understanding, and expertise to treat the physical, spiritual, and emotional symptoms patients may
experience so they may live life to the fullest extent possible. Palliative care typically combines medical
skill with attention to the emotional as well as spiritual needs of patients. Pope Benedict XVI spoke of the

Church’s support for the seriously ill and encouraged the promotion of policies to create conditions where
individuals may bear illness and the end of life in a dignified manner. The Holy Father said, “it is
necessary to stress once again the need for more palliative care centres which provide integral care,
offering the sick the human assistance and spiritual accompaniment they need. This is a right belonging
to every human being, one which we all must be committed to defend.” Message of His Holiness Benedict
XVI for the Fifteenth World Day of the Sick, December 8, 2006.

The Diocese is supporting two bills this session to raise awareness of palliative care options. SB 256
would require health care facilities to implement a process to inform patients about palliative care options,
but the Senate Health, Education and Human Services Committee has referred the bill to interim study.
SB 259 would establish a palliative care center for health care consumer, and has passed the Senate. SB
259 now will move to the House, so:
Watch Catholic Citizenship News for a future alert when this bill is scheduled for a hearing.

How to Contact Your Representative
To find your representative and his or her contact information,
visit: http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/house/members/wml.aspx

ACTION ALERT: NH House to Consider
End-of-Life Bills this Week
Mar 3, 2014

The New Hampshire House is scheduled to consider five end-of-life bills as early as March 5, 2014. In
particular, your help is needed to oppose four assisted suicide bills because they put vulnerable persons
at risk – the frail, elderly, sick, as well as those with disabilities and mental illness. Read our talking
points and call your representatives today to let them know we can respond with compassion, care, and
respect for those facing the end of life.
Of particular concern, HB 1325 would legalize doctor-prescribed suicide. The definition of a terminal
illness under this bill is so wide that individuals with disabilities testified at the hearing on HB 1325
expressing concern they would fall within the definition even though they do not have an end-stage
illness. The House Judiciary Committee voted 9-8 to recommend the House not pass HB 1325. Read our
testimony to learn about the many problems with this bill.
This week, the House also is expected to consider HB 1577, a bill to allow and regulate alkaline
hydrolysis for the disposal of human remains. In the process of alkaline hydrolysis, the human body is
reduced to bone ash and a sterile liquid substance through a chemical reaction. While the bone ash may
be returned to the decedent’s family, the liquid substance (reported at 150 to 300 gallons during the
hearing) is flushed away into a public waste system. The Diocese of Manchester has opposed alkaline
hydrolysis because every human person has an innate dignity that calls for the remains of a deceased
person to be treated with the utmost respect. Even though this same bill was defeated last year, the
House Executive Departments and Administration Committee voted to recommend the House pass the
bill. Read our testimony on HB 1577, and contact your representatives to overturn the Committee’s
recommendation and vote down HB 1577 because the bill already has been rejected during this
legislative session and it fails to provide New Hampshire citizens with the reverence and respect they
should receive at the end of their lives.

How to Contact Your Representative
CLICK HERE to find the contact information for your representatives or call (603) 2713661.

Update on Assisted Suicide Bills and
ACTION ALERT for this Week
Mar 10, 2014

Update on Assisted Suicide Bills and ACTION ALERT for this Week
The New Hampshire House soundly rejected three assisted suicide bills this week. HB 1325, HB 1216,
and HB 1292 all were defeated thanks to your advocacy. The closest margin was 153 votes! Of the four
bills related to assisted suicide introduced in the Legislature this session, the only bill to pass the House
was the bill to study “aid in dying laws.” Your efforts in reaching out to your representatives truly made a
difference in defeating these bills.
The New Hampshire House is scheduled to consider four bills of interest to Catholics on Wednesday,
March 12, so contact your representatives today on these bills. To find the contact information for your
representatives CLICK HERE or call (603) 271-3661.

HB 1170 – Repealing the Death Penalty in New
Hampshire
The House Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee voted 14-3 to recommend the repeal of the
death penalty in New Hampshire. The Diocese supports repeal of the death penalty because, as Blessed
John Paul II said, “the dignity of human life must never be taken away, even in the case of someone who
has done great evil.” Sentences such as life in prison without parole provide non-lethal alternatives to the
death penalty, allowing us to protect society without compromising our basic belief in the sanctity of
human life.

For more information and talking points:
Read our Catholic Citizenship News Education Bulletin
Bishop Libasci’s testimony supporting HB 1170
Our death penalty resources

HB 1577 – Alkaline Hydrolysis
HB 1577 is a bill to allow and regulate alkaline hydrolysis for the disposal of human remains. In the
process of alkaline hydrolysis, the human body is reduced to bone ash and a sterile liquid substance
through a chemical reaction. While the bone ash may be returned to the decedent’s family, the liquid
substance (reported at 150 to 300 gallons during the hearing) is flushed away into a public waste system.
The Diocese of Manchester has opposed alkaline hydrolysis because every human person has an innate
dignity that calls for the remains of a deceased person to be treated with the utmost respect. Even though
this same bill was defeated last year, the House Executive Departments and Administration Committee
voted to recommend the House pass the bill.
Read our testimony on HB 1577, and contact your representatives to overturn the Committee’s
recommendation and vote down HB 1577 because the bill already has been rejected during this
legislative session and it fails to provide New Hampshire citizens with the reverence and respect they
should receive at the end of their lives.

HB 1502 – Abortion Statistics
Currently, New Hampshire is one of only a few states in the country that does not collect statistics about
abortions performed here. HB 1502 was introduced to require a report of abortions be made to the New
Hampshire Department of Health and Human Services. The bill specifically provides that the information
obtained from the Department may be used only for statistical purposes and shall not be released in a
manner that would identify the women who have received abortion services, protecting their privacy. At
the hearing on HB 1502, Planned Parenthood of Northern New England said it complies with state
abortion statistics laws in Maine and Vermont. The House Health, Human Services & Elderly Affairs
Committee recommended that the full House should send this bill to interim study (which, despite its
name, means the bill would be killed).
Read our testimony on HB 1502, and contact your representatives to overturn the committee’s
recommendation and vote OUGHT TO PASS on HB 1502.

HB 1403 – Minimum Wage
The Diocese supports HB 1403, a bill to increase the minimum wage, as one of many ways to address
the needs of New Hampshire citizens living in poverty. In supporting HB 1403, the Diocese has asked the
Legislature to take the needs of our poorest citizens to heart – to examine poverty in our State and seek
solutions to feed the hungry, bring fair housing to the homeless, create jobs, provide financial education,
and welcome the stranger.
Read our testimony and contact your representatives to support HB 1403.

How to Contact Your Representative
To find the contact information for your representatives
visit http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/house/members/wml.aspx or call (603) 271-3661.

ACTION ALERT: Death Penalty Repeal Bill
Scheduled for Senate Committee Hearing
Mar 27, 2014

The New Hampshire Senate Judiciary Committee will hear the bill to repeal the death penalty (HB 1170)
on Thursday, April 3 beginning at 9:00 a.m. in Representative’s Hall in the State House in Concord.
Bishop Peter A. Libasci, other faith leaders, members of law enforcement, murder victim family members,
former judges, and many others are expected to testify at the hearing to share their experiences and urge
the Committee to support repeal of the death penalty. The hearing is open to the public, and all are
encouraged to attend and witness what is expected to be a historic moment in the New Hampshire
Legislature. Many people are prepared to testify, so you can show your support for HB 1170 by attending
the hearing and helping to fill the seats of Representative’s Hall and by signing in to support HB 1170 –
there will be a sheet at the back of the room where you can enter your signature.
Regardless of whether you can attend the hearing, now is the time to contact the members of the
Senate Judiciary Committee and your senator to urge them to support repeal of the death penalty
in New Hampshire. The House passed HB 1170 by a vote of 225-104, but the vote in the Senate is

expected to be much closer. This is a time when your advocacy truly can mean the difference in passing
a bill that affirms our commitment to uphold the dignity of all human life.

Church Teaching
Catholic teaching on the death penalty begins with the recognition that the dignity of the human person
applies to every human person. We are called to comfort victims and their families and recognize that
they hold a place of very special respect and compassion in our hearts. In caring for all human life, we
also are called to protect society, but sentences such as life in prison without parole allow the means to
protect our homes and neighborhoods without compromising our most basic belief that we uphold the
sanctity of life from conception to natural death.
As Good Friday approaches, we recall that two thieves were crucified with Jesus. One reviled Jesus,
mocking him to save himself and them. But the other thief, known as Saint Dismas or the penitent thief,
defended Jesus and asked, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” And we
immediately hear the response from Jesus: “Amen, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”
The thief confesses his sins on the cross and is assured by Jesus of his place in Paradise. As Christians,
we believe in the opportunity for redemption and conversion. The death penalty removes all opportunity
for rehabilitation. As Bishop Libasci said in his testimony before the House Criminal Justice and Public
Safety Committee, “Our correctional system affords incarceration for life without the possibility of parole
both for the safety of society and, please God, the rehabilitation of a disordered life. This is the answer,
not the taking of yet another human life.”

Talking Points for Senators
Sentences such as life in prison without parole provide non-lethal alternatives to the death penalty,
allowing us to protect society without taking another human life.
Implementing the death penalty brings tremendous financial costs to taxpayers. In the typical first
degree murder case, the State of New Hampshire pays $70,000 to $100,000 in public defender
costs. In contrast, in 2008, the State spent approximately $1.2 million in public defender costs for
one capital murder case.
With this tremendous cost comes no benefit. Studies show the death penalty is not a deterrent to
violent crime. It does not protect law enforcement. It cannot make a perpetrator understand the
magnitude of what has been done. And it cannot bring back the victim to the loved ones who grieve.

How do I Find the Contact Information for my
Senator?

CLICK HERE to find the contact information for your elected officials.

What are Effective Ways to Communicate with my
Senator?
In-person meetings and phone calls are the most effective methods of communicating with your
senator. Elected officials also have said that they appreciate when constituents send letters, notes,
and cards. E-mail is the least effective way to reach out to your senator because of the volume of
electronic communications elected officials receive at this time of year.
Keep your communications brief. Elected officials are very busy at this time of year and only have a
limited amount of time to review your communication.
If you have a story, you should tell it. Personal stories are the most compelling. For example, if you
previously supported the death penalty but have come to support repeal, share with your senator the
factors that led to your change of heart.
It is most effective to communicate with your own senator or senators with whom you have a
personal connection. When writing to your own senator, be sure to note your home address on any
written communication or to mention it in any conversation.

Other Resources
What Every Catholic Should Know about Capital Punishment Education Bulletin
Testimony of Bishop Peter A. Libasci before the House Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee
For more information, visit www.catholicnh.org/deathpenalty

Catholic Citizenship News Crossover
Update
Apr 3, 2014
Last week, the New Hampshire Legislature marked what is known as “Crossover” – the deadline by which
the House and Senate each must complete all hearings and votes. Legislation that has passed the House
has been sent to the Senate, and legislation that has passed the Senate has been sent to the House.
As we enter the second half of the session, we provide you with a summary of the results of the bills we
have been following and a look ahead at measures where we encourage you to take action. Your
advocacy already has made a difference this session--three assisted suicide bills were defeated and the

bill to repeal the death penalty passed the House-- and we encourage you to read on to learn more about
how your voice can be heard.
Here is the list of the topics:


Abortion



Alkaline Hydrolysis



Assisted Suicide



Car Title Loans



Death Penalty



Fetal Homicide



Human Trafficking



Labor



Medicaid Expansion



Mental Health



Palliative Care



How to Contact Your Representative

Abortion
SB 319 would create a buffer zone around abortion clinics, only allowing certain individuals to be present
within the designated area. While an employee of an abortion clinic would be allowed to be present on the
public sidewalks around abortion clinics and speak for the purpose of escorting individuals, an individual
who wishes to speak with a woman to offer another alternative to abortion would be silenced. Restricting
speech based upon the content of the speech clearly is prohibited by the United States and New
Hampshire Constitutions. Even though the Senate Judiciary Committee heard compelling testimony from
a number of people over several hours, the Senate passed SB 319, and now has been sent to the
House. Read our Senate testimony and contact your representative to oppose SB 319.
Currently, New Hampshire is one of only a few states in the country that does not collect statistics about
abortions performed here. HB 1502 was introduced to require that reports of abortions be made to the
New Hampshire Department of Health and Human Services. The bill specifically provides that the
information obtained from the Department may be used only for statistical purposes and shall not be
released in a manner that would identify the women who have received abortion services, protecting their
privacy. The House voted to send HB 1502 to interim study. This is a disappointing result for HB 1502
because it amounts to the death of the bill. Proponents of the interim study motion have said that they
truly intend to undertake a study of this issue, and we will be pressing for that to happen so that the
members of the legislature next year have the information that they feel is necessary in order to pass this
important proposal. HB 1501 was introduced to protect women’s health by licensing abortion clinics, just
as New Hampshire safeguards the health of its citizens through the licensing of hospitals, ambulatory
surgical centers, and similar facilities. Unfortunately, the House voted to defeat HB 1501.

Alkaline Hydrolysis
HB 1577 would allow and regulate alkaline hydrolysis for the disposal of human remains. If this bill
sounds familiar, it is because it is the same bill you helped to defeat last year. In the process of alkaline
hydrolysis, the human body is reduced to bone ash and a sterile liquid substance through a chemical
reaction. While the bone ash may be returned to the decedent’s family, the liquid substance (reported at
150 to 300 gallons during the hearing) is flushed away into a public waste system. The Diocese of
Manchester has opposed alkaline hydrolysis because every human person has an innate dignity that calls
for the remains of a deceased person to be treated with the utmost respect. Even though this same bill
was defeated by the Senate last year, the House passed the alkaline hydrolysis bill again this year.
Contact your senator to oppose HB 1577 because the bill already has been rejected during this legislative
session and fails to provide New Hampshire citizens with the reverence and respect they should receive
at the end of their lives.

Assisted Suicide
Four bills concerning assisted suicide were introduced in the New Hampshire House this session. Thanks
to your advocacy, three of the four bills were defeated by significant margins, and only a bill to study “aid
in dying laws” now will proceed to the Senate.
HB 1325 would have legalized what is commonly known as physician-assisted suicide – using the term
“death with dignity” to describe a self-inflicted death by physician-prescribed drug overdose. The Catholic
Church opposes assisted suicide because we affirm the dignity of every human life from conception to
natural death. As a society, we can respond to those with terminal illnesses with love, support, and
companionship, encouraging such services as hospice and palliative care. Instead, HB 1325 would have
put vulnerable New Hampshire citizens at risk in a number of ways, including its lack of truly informed
consent and failure to require a psychiatric consultation. Many individuals with disabilities also testified at
the hearing on HB 1325 to express concern they would fall within the definition of those who could
request assisted suicide even though they do not have end-stage illnesses. Thanks to your advocacy, the
House voted 219-66 to defeat HB 1325.
Currently, it is a crime in New Hampshire to aid or solicit another individual to commit suicide. HB 1216
sought to revise the law so it no longer would be a crime to solicit another individual to commit suicide.
Under this deeply troubling bill, any individual would be able to solicit any other individual to commit
suicide and it no longer would be a crime. For vulnerable individuals in our communities – the ill and
those with mental illnesses – this bill puts them at significant risk of harm. The House voted 259-45 to
oppose HB 1216.
If an individual is charged with the crime of causing or aiding another to commit suicide, HB 1292 would
have created a defense if the victim has a terminal illness which will reduce his or her life expectancy to
two years or less, as certified by a physician, and the person charged with aiding the victim in committing
suicide claims to have done so to alleviate the victim’s pain and suffering. While the Church believes that

suicide always is a tragedy and that a caring community can respond with hospice and palliative care to
better meet the needs of those facing the end of life, this bill raised more questions than it answered. How
would it be determined whether the person charged with aiding in suicide acted with intent to alleviate
pain and suffering or for another motive? Will the victim’s pain and suffering be based upon the victim’s
perceptions or from the reports of the person charged with a crime? The victim will be deceased and
unable to say whether assisted suicide was his or her wish. This bill is not physician-assisted suicide – it
would allow any individual to aid in the suicide of any other individual. The person aiding need not be a
physician. The House voted 232-59 to defeat HB 1292.
The only bill related to assisted suicide that passed, HB 1226, proposes to study “aid in dying laws”
enacted in other states. A very similar bill to study “death with dignity” passed the House and Senate last
year and was vetoed by Governor Hassan. Some have argued this bill merely studies physician-assisted
suicide, and there is no harm in studying an issue. Passing this bill would send the message that suicide
has a place in our society, however, and suicide is a terrible tragedy we should work to prevent. The bill
now moves to the Senate, so read our House testimony and contact your senator to oppose HB
1226.

Car Title Loans
A car title lenders loan funds to borrowers in exchange for holding the title to the consumer’s automobile
as collateral. If the consumer defaults, the consumer may lose the household’s only means of
transportation. Currently, these lenders may charge up to 25% interest per month, which is 300% interest
per year. HB 562, as passed by the House, is a compromise that allows car title lenders to continue to
charge up to the current interest rate cap for the first month of the loan but requires them to reduce the
rate to 3% per month for subsequent months. Car title loans are approved based upon the value of the
automobile and not upon the borrower’s ability to pay. As a result, these loans have a harsh impact on
low-wage earners and the poor. HB 562 has been scheduled for a hearing before the Senate Commerce
Committee on April 3 at 1:00 pm, so contact the members of the Committee and your senator to
support HB 562.

Death Penalty
Your efforts have had a tremendous impact in advancing HB 1170, the bill to repeal the death penalty in
New Hampshire. The House passed this bill by a 225-104 vote, and it now moves to the Senate for a
hearing on April 3 at 9:00 a.m. before the Judiciary Committee. The Diocese supports repeal of the death
penalty because, as Blessed John Paul II said, “the dignity of human life must never be taken away, even
in the case of someone who has done great evil.” Sentences such as life in prison without parole provide
non-lethal alternatives to the death penalty, allowing us to protect society without compromising our basic
belief in the sanctity of human life. Contact the members of the Senate Judiciary Committee and your
senator to support HB 1170.

For more information and talking points:
Read our Catholic Citizenship News Education Bulletin
Read Bishop Libasci’s testimony supporting HB 1170
Read our death penalty resources

Fetal Homicide
In 2009, the NH Supreme Court heard the Lamy case, a criminal case concerning an intoxicated driver
who struck a car driven by a woman who was pregnant. The child was delivered prematurely and died
two weeks later as a result of the injuries sustain in the collision. The Court overturned the conviction of
the driver for causing the death of the child because current NH law does not support a conviction for the
child's death. In the Lamy decision, Justice James Duggan wrote, "Should the legislature find this result in
this case as unfortunate as we do, it should follow the lead of many other states and revisit the homicide
statutes as they pertain to the fetus." HB 1503 was introduced this year to include unborn children in the
current homicide laws. Representatives of organizations supporting abortion testified in opposition to HB
1503 in the House claiming it will erode women's rights even though the express language of HB 1503 as
introduced stated that the bill would not apply to any action by the mother or performed at the mother's
request. More than half of the states in the country have fetal homicide bills, and these bills have done
nothing to overturn Roe v. Wade. By blocking HB 1503, abortion advocates threaten the rights of women
who made the choice to keep their child.
The House passed an amended version of HB 1503 which does not protect an unborn child unless the
mother also dies, and thus it does not accomplish all that supporters of HB 1503 were seeking. However,
the amended bill makes some improvement in the current situation, and therefore we are asking you to
contact the members of the Senate Judiciary Committee and your own Senator to urge them to support
HB 1503. The bill has been scheduled for a hearing before the Senate Judiciary Committee on April 8 at
10:30 a.m.

Human Trafficking
According to the U.S. State Department, every country in the world is affected by human trafficking. The
United States is no exception, serving as a source, transit, and destination country for men, women, and
children – both U.S. citizens and foreign nationals. Visit the website of the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops to learn more about the horrific crime of human trafficking. The Catholic Church is vehement in
its opposition to human trafficking because it violates our most central teaching to uphold the sacredness
and dignity of every human life. The Diocese testified in support of SB 317 because it would support and
protect victims of trafficking and protect the safety of our society by bringing traffickers to justice. SB 317
will allow victims to sue their trafficker in civil court, make it a felony to knowingly force a person to
engage in labor or sex acts against their will, and make prostituting minors a felony. The Senate passed
SB 317 by a 24-0 vote, and the bill now will move to the House. Contact your representatives and ask
them to support SB 317.

Labor
Upholding the dignity of work and the rights of workers is one of the seven themes of Catholic Social
Teaching. The Diocese supported HB 1403, a bill to increase the minimum wage, as one of many ways to
address the needs of New Hampshire citizens living in poverty. In supporting HB 1403, the Diocese has
asked the Legislature to take the needs of our poorest citizens to heart – to examine poverty in our State
and seek solutions to feed the hungry, bring fair housing to the homeless, create jobs, provide financial
education, and welcome the stranger. The House passed HB 1403, and the bill now will move to the
Senate. Read our House testimony and contact your senator to support HB 1403.

Medicaid Expansion
SB 413, the bill to create a New Hampshire Health Protection Program by using 100% federal Medicaid
funds, is estimated to provide health insurance coverage to 50,000 low-income New Hampshire residents
who otherwise would not have health insurance coverage. Those covered are at or below 138% of the
federal poverty level, often referred to as the working poor - those working to make a difference in their
lives but hoping a medical emergency does not find them struggling to deal with a financial crisis as well
as the emotional needs those with health insurance would face. The Diocese supported SB 413 because
the Catholic Church teaches that access to health care is a basic human right. This conviction stems from
our special concern for the poor and vulnerable as well as our very fundamental belief in the right to life
and the dignity of the human person. In supporting SB 413, of course, we made it clear that we would not
support expanded coverage of "objectionable services," such as contraception, sterilization, and abortion.
We support life-affirming healthcare, healthcare that supports and sustains life. Since we provided you
with an update at the beginning of the legislative session, the New Hampshire Senate and House passed
SB 413 and Governor Hassan has signed this bill into law.

Mental Health
Many of us are affected by mental illness – by our own diagnosis, as caregivers for a family member, or
as workers in the field of mental health. While many with mental illness attend to a life of employment and
education, others in our communities struggle with loneliness, rejection, confusion, frustration, and
anxiety. Our faith requires greater sensitivity and commitment to our neighbors affected by mental illness
as well as a greater responsibility on our part to recognize their importance to our community, especially
our faith community. As a society, we can play a significant role in promoting the mental health of all by
providing effective care, including health care. For these reasons, the Diocese supports SB 270, a bill
establishing a commission to study mental health in New Hampshire. The Senate passed SB 270, and it
has moved to the House where a hearing will be held on April 3 at 10:30 a.m. before the Health, Human
Service & Elderly Affairs Committee. Read Bishop Libasci’s letter on SB 270 and contact your
representatives to support SB 270.

Palliative Care
The challenges of serious and terminal illnesses can be overwhelming. Palliative care offers compassion,
understanding, and expertise to treat the physical, spiritual, and emotional symptoms patients may
experience so they may live life to the fullest extent possible. Palliative care typically combines medical
skill with attention to the emotional as well as spiritual needs of patients. Pope Benedict XVI spoke of the
Church’s support for the seriously ill and encouraged the promotion of policies to create conditions where
individuals may bear illness and the end of life in a dignified manner. The Holy Father said, “it is
necessary to stress once again the need for more palliative care centres which provide integral care,
offering the sick the human assistance and spiritual accompaniment they need. This is a right belonging
to every human being, one which we all must be committed to defend.” Message of His Holiness Benedict
XVI for the Fifteenth World Day of the Sick, December 8, 2006.
The Diocese is supporting two bills this session to raise awareness of palliative care options. SB 256
would require health care facilities to implement a process to inform patients about palliative care options,
but the bill has been referred to interim study. SB 259 would establish a palliative care center for health
care consumer, and has passed the Senate. SB 259 has been scheduled for a hearing before the house
Health, Human Services & Elderly Affairs Committee on April 3 at 10:00 a.m., so read our Senate
testimony and contact your representatives to support SB 259.

Thank Your Elected Official
In New Hampshire, state legislators are paid $200 per two-year session. They rarely are thanked for the
countless hours they dedicate to public service, let alone for their votes on bills requiring difficult
decisions. CLICK HERE for the link to search the voting records for your elected officials on bills with a
roll call vote this session. We encourage you to take this opportunity to thank your elected officials for
opposing assisted suicide and abortion clinic buffer zones as well as supporting repeal of the death
penalty and other bills before the legislature this session.

How to Contact Your Representative
CLICK HERE to find the contact information for your representatives or call (603) 271-3661.

ACTION ALERT: Your Help Needed on
Abortion Clinic Buffer Zone and Death
Penalty Repeal Bills

Apr 10, 2014
We heard from representatives that they took to heart your cards, letters, and phone calls when they
considered their votes on the bills to repeal the death penalty repeal and allow assisted suicide. Your
voice can make a difference in the second half of the legislative session on two bills impacting life from
conception to natural death.
Your help is needed on two bills scheduled for action in the coming weeks. The bill to repeal the death
penalty in New Hampshire is expected to reach the Senate for a vote on Holy Thursday, April 17, and a
bill to create a buffer zone around abortion clinics has been scheduled for a hearing on April 22.

Abortion Clinic Buffer Zone Bill
SB 319 would create a buffer zone around abortion clinics, only allowing certain individuals to be present
within the designated area. While an employee of an abortion clinic would be allowed to be present on the
public sidewalks around abortion clinics and speak for the purpose of escorting individuals, an individual
who wishes to speak with a woman to offer another alternative to abortion would be silenced. Restricting
speech based upon the content of the speech clearly is prohibited by the United States and New
Hampshire Constitutions. Even though the Senate Judiciary Committee heard compelling testimony from
a number of people over several hours, the Senate passed SB 319. The House Judiciary Committee has
scheduled SB 319 for a hearing on April 22 at 10:00 am. Read our Senate testimony and contact your
representative to oppose SB 319.

Death Penalty Repeal Bill
The New Hampshire Senate Judiciary Committee voted 3-2 to recommend that the full Senate pass HB
1170, the bill to repeal the death penalty in New Hampshire. The House passed HB 1170 by a vote of
225-104, but the vote in the Senate is expected to be on Holy Thursday, April 17, and be much closer.
This is a time when your advocacy truly can mean the difference in passing a bill that affirms our
commitment to uphold the dignity of all human life. Contact your senator today to urge support for HB
1170.
Catholic teaching on the death penalty begins with the recognition that the dignity of the human person
applies to every human person. We are called to comfort victims and their families and recognize that
they hold a place of very special respect and compassion in our hearts. In caring for all human life, we
also are called to protect society, but sentences such as life in prison without parole allow the means to

protect our homes and neighborhoods without compromising our most basic belief that we uphold the
sanctity of life from conception to natural death.
As Good Friday approaches, we recall that two thieves were crucified with Jesus. One reviled Jesus,
mocking him to save himself and them. But the other thief, known as the penitent thief, defended Jesus
and asked, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” And we immediately hear the
response from Jesus: “Amen, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” The thief confesses his
sins on the cross and is assured by Jesus of his place in Paradise. As Christians, we believe in the
opportunity for redemption and conversion. The death penalty removes all opportunity for rehabilitation.
As Bishop Libasci said in his testimony before the House Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee,
“Our correctional system affords incarceration for life without the possibility of parole both for the safety of
society and, please God, the rehabilitation of a disordered life. This is the answer, not the taking of yet
another human life.”
This issue has been a difficult one for many of our state senators. Some have supported the death
penalty for years and are considering a vote in favor of repeal for the first time. Contact your senator
today to urge support for repeal, but please also pray for all of our senators as they cast their votes, for
victims of violent crime and their loved ones, and for members of law enforcement who seek to protect
our communities from harm.

Talking Points for Senators
Sentences such as life in prison without parole provide non-lethal alternatives to the death penalty,
allowing us to protect society without taking another human life.
Implementing the death penalty brings tremendous financial costs to taxpayers. In the typical first degree
murder case, the State of New Hampshire pays $70,000 to $100,000 in public defender costs. In contrast,
in 2008, the State spent approximately $1.2 million in public defender costs for one capital murder case.
With this tremendous cost comes no benefit. Studies show the death penalty is not a deterrent to violent
crime. It does not protect law enforcement. It cannot make a perpetrator understand the magnitude of
what has been done. And it cannot bring back the victim to the loved ones who grieve.

How do I Find the Contact Information for my Elected
Officials?
CLICK HERE to find the contact information for your elected officials.

What are Effective Ways to Communicate with my
Elected Officials?
In-person meetings and phone calls are the most effective methods of communicating with your
senator. Elected officials also have said that they appreciate when constituents send letters, notes, and
cards. E-mail is the least effective way to reach out to your senator because of the volume of electronic
communications elected officials receive at this time of year.
Keep your communications brief. Elected officials are very busy at this time of year and only have a
limited amount of time to review your communication.
If you have a story, you should tell it. Personal stories are the most compelling. For example, if you
previously supported the death penalty but have come to support repeal, share with your senator the
factors that led to your change of heart.
It is most effective to communicate with your own senator or senators with whom you have a
personal connection. When writing to your own senator, be sure to note your home address on any
written communication or to mention it in any conversation.

ACTION ALERT: Your Help Needed on
Abortion Clinic Buffer Zone and Death
Penalty Repeal Bills

May 13, 2014
Your help is needed on two bills scheduled for votes before the House of Representatives on
Wednesday, May 14: a bill to create a buffer zone around abortion clinics and a bill to repeal the death
penalty in New Hampshire. Learn more about the issues below and contact your representatives today.
Your voice can have an impact on these two bills concerning life from conception to natural death.

Abortion Clinic Buffer Zone Bill
SB 319 would create a buffer zone around abortion clinics, allowing only certain individuals to be present
within the designated area. While an employee of an abortion clinic would be allowed to be present on the
public sidewalks around abortion clinics and speak for the purpose of escorting individuals, an individual
who wishes to speak with a woman to offer an alternative to abortion would be silenced. Restricting
speech based upon the content of the speech clearly is prohibited by the United States and New
Hampshire Constitutions. Even though committees in the House and Senate heard compelling testimony

from a number of people over several hours, the Senate passed SB 319, and the House Judiciary
Committee voted to recommend the full House pass the bill as well.


The House is scheduled to vote on SB 319 on Wednesday, May 14.



Read our testimony and contact your representatives to oppose SB 319.



CLICK HERE to find the contact information for your representatives.

Death Penalty Repeal Bill
On Holy Thursday, the Senate vote on HB 1170, the bill to repeal the death penalty in New Hampshire,
ended in a 12-12 tie. As a result, the bill did not pass, the bill was tabled, and no further action will be
taken on that bill this session. Last week, however, another bill concerning the crime of burglary, SB 202,
was amended to include language repealing the death penalty in New Hampshire.
The House Criminal Justice Committee voted 14-4 to recommend the full House pass SB 202 as
amended. The original bill, HB 1170, passed the House by a 225-104 margin but failed to pass the
Senate. The Committee discussed a number of recent events that have transpired that provide additional
information about the use of capital punishment and the need for New Hampshire to change its policy.
Several weeks ago, the National Academy of Sciences issued a report that concluded more than 4% of
those sentenced to death in the United States from 1973 to 2004 were innocent. And even more recently,
on April 29 in McAlester, Oklahoma, the planned execution of Clayton Lockett utilizing a new three-drug
lethal injection protocol failed, leaving Lockett evincing unexpected signs of pain. Oklahoma prison
officials halted the proceedings, and Lockett later died of a heart attack. Around the country, news reports
tell us the events in Oklahoma are causing many to question the use of capital punishment. And as we
hear of the gruesome details of this execution, we are reminded of the words of Saint John Paul II that
“the dignity of human life must never be taken away, even in the case of someone who has done great
evil. Modern society has the means of protecting itself, without definitively denying criminals the chance to
reform.” (Evangelium Vitae, 27)


The New Hampshire House is expected to vote on SB 202 on Wednesday, May 14.



Contact your representatives today to urge them to support SB 202 to repeal the death
penalty in New Hampshire.



CLICK HERE to find the contact information for your representatives. If SB 202 passes the House
tomorrow, we urge the Senate to concur.
Follow us on Twitter (@NHCatholicCitiz)

Urge Governor Hassan to Veto the Abortion
Clinic Buffer Zone Bill
May 23, 2014

Background
SB 319 proposes to create a buffer zone of up to 25 feet around abortion clinics, allowing only certain
individuals to be present within the designated area. While an employee of an abortion clinic would be
allowed to be present on the public sidewalks around abortion clinics and speak for the purpose of
escorting individuals, an individual who wishes to pray or speak with a woman to offer an alternative to
abortion would be silenced. The bill gives abortion clinics the exclusive right to determine the area of the
zone without any requirement of a municipal approval process. CLICK HERE to read our testimony.

How to Take Action
SB 319 passed the House and Senate and will be sent to Governor Hassan.
Contact Governor Maggie Hassan within the next week to urge her to veto SB 319:
Office of the Governor
State House
107 North Main Street
Concord, NH 03301
(603) 271-2121

(603) 271-7640 (fax)
CLICK HERE to send an e-mail to Governor Hassan

Talking Points


Restricting speech based upon the content of the speech clearly is prohibited by the United States
and New Hampshire Constitutions. SB 319 allows clinic workers to be present in the buffer zone
but prohibits others who wish to pray or offer an alternative to abortion.



SB 319 gives abortion clinics the exclusive right to determine the area of the buffer zone and only
requires clinics to consult with local law enforcement and those local authorities with
responsibilities related to signs. There is no requirement that abortion clinics seek approval from
these municipal agencies and no opportunity for input from citizens, including abutters. SB 319
takes the extreme measure of allowing a private business to decide who may use public sidewalks
and rights of way, even to the point of allowing a for-profit business to tell private citizens where
they may and may not pray.

Follow us on Twitter (@NHCatholicCitiz)

Death Penalty Repeal Effort Ends for this
Session
May 27, 2014
Last week, the Senate defeated SB 202, the second bill passed by the New Hampshire House of
Representatives this session to repeal the state death penalty. With this most recent Senate vote, the
effort to repeal the death penalty in New Hampshire in 2014 comes to a close.
Thank you to all of you who advocated, educated, and prayed as part of this significant undertaking. The
votes in the House were overwhelming with greater than 2-to-1 margins and could not have happened
without your tireless work. You called, wrote, and met with your elected officials. Catholics were visible at
vigils, hearings, and many other events around New Hampshire advocating for a consistent ethic of life,
affirming our commitment to comfort victims of violent crime and their families, and seeking opportunity for
reconciliation and rehabilitation for those who have committed crimes. Legislators reported receiving an
outpouring of phone calls, handwritten notes, and letters urging them to support repeal, and many were
Catholic constituents.
Although this most recent vote in the Senate marks the conclusion of a chapter of the repeal effort for this
legislative session, it does not end our work to educate and advocate for the abolition of capital

punishment in New Hampshire. With the passion and dedication we witnessed in the past year, we will
continue to move forward, knowing that one day New Hampshire will repeal the death penalty.

Follow us on Twitter (@NHCatholicCitiz)

Urge Senator Ayotte to Oppose Bill
Provision that Cuts Food Aid to the Hungry

June 5, 2014

Background
On April 1, the United States House of Representatives passed a Coast Guard reauthorization bill that
includes a provision that would cause serious harm for poor and hungry people around the world. The
bill’s provision, known as “cargo preference,” would require that 75% of all United States food aid bound
for poor and hungry people around the world be transported on U.S.-flagged ships. It is estimated that
this increase of 50% will raise transportation costs for food aid programs by at least $75 million annually,
effectively reducing the number of people served by food aid programs by 2 million. Because the
provision in this bill increases transportation costs and decreases the number of hungry people who can
be served, Catholic Relief Services (CRS) and the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
(USCCB) oppose an increase to cargo preference.

Why Catholics are Called to Take Action Now
The Senate Commerce Committee is drafting its version of the Coast Guard reauthorization bill that it is
expected to consider by mid-June. Senator Kelly Ayotte is a member of the Senate Commerce
Committee.
One of the seven key themes of Catholic social teaching is solidarity, or as we learn in the Catechism of
the Catholic Church: “There is a solidarity among all creatures arising from the fact that all have the same

Creator and are all ordered to his glory.” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 344) We are one human
family, whatever our national, racial, ethnic, economic, and ideological differences. As Saint John Paul II
summarized:
[Solidarity] is not a feeling of vague compassion or shallow distress at the misfortunes of so many people,
both near and far. On the contrary, it is a firm and persevering determination to commit oneself to the
common good; that is to say, to the good of all and of each individual, because we are all really
responsible for all. (Sollicitdo rei Socialis, no. 38)
The United States is fortunate to enjoy so many rich resources, and we are called to share what we have
with others around the globe living without the most basic of needs. As Pope Francis has said,
Poverty in the world is a scandal. In a world where there is so much wealth, so many resources to feed
everyone, it is unfathomable that there are so many hungry children, that there are so many children
without an education, so many poor persons. Poverty today is a cry. (Meeting with Students of Jesuit
Schools ~ June 7, 2013)

How to Take Action
Please contact Senator Ayotte and let her know you oppose an increase to cargo preference for United
States food aid.
Senator Kelly Ayotte
Phone: 202-224-3324
Ask to speak with the following staff:


Rick Murphy, Chief of Staff or CLICK HERE to send an e-mail



Adam Hechavarria, Legislative Director or CLICK HERE to send an e-mail

Or write to:
The Honorable Kelly Ayotte
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Talking Points


Approximately 1.8 million metric tons of United States food commodities are shipped overseas to
help hungry and malnourished people through United States food aid programs.



Current law requires United States food aid programs to ship 50% of all United States food used in
their programs on U.S.-flagged cargo vessels.



U.S.-flagged vessels generally charge substantially more to transport food aid than foreign-flagged
vessels.



The House of Representatives passed a bill that would require 75% of all United States food aid
programs to be shipped on U.S.-flagged cargo vessels (H.R. 4005, the Coast Guard and Maritime
Transportation Act of 2014).



It is estimated that increasing the cargo preference for food aid will increase ocean transportation
costs for food aid by $75 million annually. This increase in transportation costs means less food will
be bought and made available for food aid programs. It is projected that up to 2 million people will
be cut off from food aid because of these increased costs.



While CRS and USCCB support a strong and active United States Merchant Marine fleet, its cost
should not be borne by the hungry and malnourished families that are served – and whose lives
are saved – by United States food aid programs.

Follow Catholic Citizenship News on Twitter (@NHCatholicCitiz)

New Hampshire Legislative Session Ends
Jun 9, 2014

The New Hampshire Legislative session has come to a close with New Hampshire Catholics having been
involved like never before. Your voice has lifted up a consistent view of life, speaking out for the unborn,
victims of human trafficking, the poor, the ill, the elderly, and even those who face death sentences. Your
advocacy truly made a difference this session with the overwhelming defeat of four bills related to
assisted suicide and the approval of a human trafficking measure that received unanimous support in
both the House and Senate.
As we end the session, we provide you with a summary of the bills we have been following. W e will send
you updates on issues over the summer, and then state legislators will begin filing requests for bills in
September. Watch for Catholic Citizenship News alerts next session and be sure to follow Catholic
Citizenship News on Twitter (@NHCatholicCitiz).
Here is the list of the topics:


Abortion



Alkaline Hydrolysis



Assisted Suicide



Car Title Loans



Death Penalty



Fetal Homicide



Human Trafficking



Labor



Medicaid Expansion



Mental Health



Palliative Care



Thank Your Elected Official



How to Contact Your Representative

Abortion
SB 319 proposes to create a buffer zone of up to 25 feet around abortion clinics, allowing only certain
individuals to be present within the designated area. While an employee of an abortion clinic would be
allowed to be present on the public sidewalks around abortion clinics and speak for the purpose of
escorting individuals, an individual who wishes to pray or speak with a woman to offer an alternative to
abortion would be silenced. The bill gives abortion clinics the exclusive right to determine the area of the
zone without any requirement of a municipal approval process. Contact Governor Hassan and urge her to
veto SB 319. CLICK HERE to read our alert on this issue for talking points and contact information for
Governor Hassan.
Currently, New Hampshire is one of only a few states in the country that does not collect statistics about
abortions performed here. HB 1502 was introduced to require that reports of abortions be made to the
New Hampshire Department of Health and Human Services. The bill specifically provides that the
information obtained from the Department may be used only for statistical purposes and shall not be
released in a manner that would identify the women who have received abortion services, protecting their
privacy. The House voted to send HB 1502 to interim study. This is a disappointing result for HB 1502.
Proponents of the interim study motion have said that they truly intend to undertake a study of this issue,
and we hope to see this happen so that the members of the Legislature next year have the information
they feel is necessary in order to pass this important proposal.
HB 1501 was introduced to protect women’s health by licensing abortion clinics, just as New Hampshire
safeguards the health of its citizens through the licensing of hospitals, ambulatory surgical centers, and
similar facilities. Unfortunately, the House voted to defeat HB 1501.

Alkaline Hydrolysis
HB 1577 proposed to allow and regulate alkaline hydrolysis for the disposal of human remains. If this bill
sounds familiar, it is because it is the same bill you helped to defeat last year. In the process of alkaline
hydrolysis, the human body is reduced to bone ash and a sterile liquid substance through a chemical
reaction. While the bone ash may be returned to the decedent’s family, the liquid substance (reported at
150 to 300 gallons during the hearing) is flushed away into a public waste system. The Diocese of
Manchester has opposed alkaline hydrolysis because every human person has an innate dignity that calls
for the remains of a deceased person to be treated with the utmost respect. The House passed this bill,
but because the same bill was defeated by the Senate last year, the Senate returned HB 1577 to the
House, and the bill was defeated for this session.

Assisted Suicide
Four bills concerning assisted suicide were introduced in the New Hampshire House this session. Thanks
to your advocacy, all four bills were defeated.

HB 1325 would have legalized what is commonly known as physician-assisted suicide – using the term
“death with dignity” to describe a self-inflicted death by physician-prescribed drug overdose. The Catholic
Church opposes assisted suicide because we affirm the dignity of every human life from conception to
natural death. As a society, we can respond to those with terminal illnesses with love, support, and
companionship, encouraging such services as hospice and palliative care. Instead, HB 1325 would have
put vulnerable New Hampshire citizens at risk in a number of ways, including its lack of truly informed
consent and failure to require a psychiatric consultation. Many individuals with disabilities also testified at
the hearing on HB 1325 to express concern they would fall within the definition of those who could
request assisted suicide even though they do not have end-stage illnesses. Thanks to your advocacy, the
House voted 219-66 to defeat HB 1325 by an overwhelming margin.
Currently, it is a crime in New Hampshire to aid or solicit another individual to commit suicide. HB 1216
sought to revise the law so it no longer would be a crime to solicit another individual to commit suicide.
Under this deeply troubling bill, any individual would be able to solicit any other individual to commit
suicide and it no longer would be a crime. For vulnerable individuals in our communities – the ill and
those with mental illnesses – this bill put them at significant risk of harm. The House voted 259-45 to
oppose HB 1216.
If an individual is charged with the crime of causing or aiding another to commit suicide, HB 1292 would
have created a defense if the victim has a terminal illness which will reduce his or her life expectancy to
two years or less, as certified by a physician, and the person charged with aiding the victim in committing
suicide claims to have done so to alleviate the victim’s pain and suffering. While the Church believes that
suicide always is a tragedy and that a caring community can respond with hospice and palliative care to
better meet the needs of those facing the end of life, this bill raised more questions than it answered. How
would it be determined whether the person charged with aiding in suicide acted with intent to alleviate
pain and suffering or for another motive? Will the victim’s pain and suffering be based upon the victim’s
perceptions or from the reports of the person charged with a crime? The victim will be deceased and
unable to say whether assisted suicide was his or her wish. This bill is not physician-assisted suicide – it
would allow any individual to aid in the suicide of any other individual. The person aiding need not be a
physician. The House voted 232-59 to defeat HB 1292.
The only bill related to assisted suicide that passed the House, HB 1226, proposed to study “aid in dying
laws” enacted in other states. A very similar bill to study “death with dignity” passed the House and
Senate last year and was vetoed by Governor Hassan. Some argued this bill merely proposed to study
physician-assisted suicide, and there would be no harm in studying an issue. Passing this bill would have
sent the message that suicide has a place in our society, however, and suicide is a terrible tragedy we
should work to prevent. Fortunately, the Senate defeated this bill.

Car Title Loans
A car title lender loan funds to borrowers in exchange for holding the title to the consumer’s automobile as
collateral. If the consumer defaults, the consumer may lose the household’s only means of transportation.
Currently, these lenders may charge up to 25% interest per month, which is 300% interest per year. HB
562, as passed by the House, proposed a compromise that would allow car title lenders to continue to

charge up to the current interest rate cap for the first month of the loan but requires them to reduce the
rate to 3% per month for subsequent months. Car title loans are approved based upon the value of the
automobile and not upon the borrower’s ability to pay. As a result, these loans have a harsh impact on
low-wage earners and the poor. Unfortunately, the Senate referred HB 562 to interim study.

Death Penalty
Your efforts had a tremendous impact in advancing abolition of the death penalty in New Hampshire.
Catholics advocated, educated, and prayed. You held signs, attended hearings, and contacted your
Legislators. As a result, the House passed HB 1170 by a significant margin of 225-104. Unfortunately, on
Holy Thursday, the Senate vote on HB 1170 ended in a 12-12 tie. As a result, the bill did not pass, was
tabled, and no further action was taken on HB 1170 during the session.
After the vote on Holy Thursday, however, the House Criminal Justice Committee was struck by events
that transpired that provided additional information about the use of capital punishment and the need for
New Hampshire to change its policy. The National Academy of Sciences issued a report that concluded
more than 4% of those sentenced to death in the United Stated from 1973 to 2004 were innocent. And
then on April 29 in McAlester, Oklahoma, the planned execution of Clayton Lockett utilizing a new threedrug lethal injection protocol failed, leaving Lockett evincing unexpected signs of pain. Oklahoma prison
officials halted the proceedings, and Lockett later died of a heart attack.
In light of this new information, the House Criminal Justice Committee amended SB 202, a bill concerning
the crime of burglary, to include language repealing the death penalty. SB 202 passed the House by a
226-110 vote. Because this bill originated in the Senate, it had to return to the Senate because the text
had been modified. The Senate did not concur with the changes the House made to the bill to include the
death penalty repeal language, and the bill was defeated.
Although our work on the legislative repeal effort for this session comes to a close, it does not end our
resolve to educate and advocate for the abolition of capital punishment in New Hampshire. We will
continue to move forward, knowing that one day New Hampshire will repeal the death penalty.

Fetal Homicide
In 2009, the NH Supreme Court heard the Lamy case, a criminal case concerning an intoxicated driver
who struck a car driven by a woman who was pregnant. The child was delivered prematurely and died
two weeks later as a result of the injuries sustain in the collision. The Court overturned the conviction of
the driver for causing the death of the child because current NH law does not support a conviction for the
child's death. In the Lamy decision, Justice James Duggan wrote, "Should the legislature find this result in
this case as unfortunate as we do, it should follow the lead of many other states and revisit the homicide
statutes as they pertain to the fetus." HB 1503 was introduced this year to include unborn children in the
current homicide laws. Representatives of organizations supporting abortion testified in opposition to HB
1503 in the House claiming it will erode women's rights even though the express language of HB 1503 as
introduced stated that the bill would not apply to any action by the mother or performed at the mother's
request. More than half of the states in the country have fetal homicide bills, and these bills have done

nothing to overturn Roe v. Wade. By blocking HB 1503, abortion advocates threaten the rights of women
who made the choice to keep their child.
The House passed an amended version of HB 1503 which does not protect an unborn child unless the
mother also dies, and thus it does not accomplish all that supporters of HB 1503 were seeking. However,
the amended bill makes some improvement in the current situation, and therefore we supported the
amended version of HB 1503. Efforts were made to amend HB 1503 in the Senate to restore the
language from the original bill, but unfortunately, on the Senate floor, the bill was tabled. Since no further
action was taken before the end of the session, the bill was defeated.

Human Trafficking
According to the U.S. State Department, every country in the world is affected by human trafficking. The
United States is no exception, serving as a source, transit, and destination country for men, women, and
children – both U.S. citizens and foreign nationals. Visit the website of the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops to learn more about the horrific crime of human trafficking. The Catholic Church is vehement in
its opposition to human trafficking because it violates our most central teaching to uphold the sacredness
and dignity of every human life. The Diocese testified in support of SB 317 because it would support and
protect victims of trafficking and protect the safety of our society by bringing traffickers to justice. SB 317
will allow victims to sue their trafficker in civil court, make it a felony to knowingly force a person to
engage in labor or sex acts against their will, and make prostituting minors a felony. SB 317 passed both
the Senate and House by unanimous votes – a rare occurrence in the Legislature. The bill now heads to
Governor Hassan where she is expected to sign it into law.

Labor
Upholding the dignity of work and the rights of workers is one of the seven themes of Catholic Social
Teaching. The Diocese supported HB 1403, a bill to increase the minimum wage, as one of many ways to
address the needs of New Hampshire citizens living in poverty. In supporting HB 1403, the Diocese has
asked the Legislature to take the needs of our poorest citizens to heart – to examine poverty in our State
and seek solutions to feed the hungry, bring fair housing to the homeless, create jobs, provide financial
education, and welcome the stranger. The House passed HB 1403, but the Senate defeated this bill.

Medicaid Expansion
SB 413, the bill to create a New Hampshire Health Protection Program by using 100% federal Medicaid
funds, is estimated to provide health insurance coverage to 50,000 low-income New Hampshire residents
who otherwise would not have health insurance coverage. Those covered are at or below 138% of the
federal poverty level, often referred to as the working poor - those working to make a difference in their
lives but hoping a medical emergency does not find them struggling to deal with a financial crisis as well
as the emotional needs those with health insurance would face. The Diocese supported SB 413 because
the Catholic Church teaches that access to health care is a basic human right. This conviction stems from
our special concern for the poor and vulnerable as well as our very fundamental belief in the right to life
and the dignity of the human person. In supporting SB 413, of course, we made it clear that we would not
support expanded coverage of "objectionable services," such as contraception, sterilization, and abortion.
We support life-affirming healthcare, healthcare that supports and sustains life. Since we provided you

with an update at the beginning of the legislative session, the New Hampshire Senate and House passed
SB 413 and Governor Hassan has signed this bill into law.

Mental Health
Many of us are affected by mental illness – by our own diagnosis, as caregivers for a family member, or
as workers in the field of mental health. While many with mental illness attend to a life of employment and
education, others in our communities struggle with loneliness, rejection, confusion, frustration, and
anxiety. Our faith requires greater sensitivity and commitment to our neighbors affected by mental illness
as well as a greater responsibility on our part to recognize their importance to our community, especially
our faith community. As a society, we can play a significant role in promoting the mental health of all by
providing effective care, including health care. For these reasons, the Diocese supports SB 270, a bill
establishing a commission to study mental health in New Hampshire, and Bishop Libasci submitted
this letter as testimony. The Senate and House passed SB 270, and it is headed to Governor Hassan
who is expected to sign it.

Palliative Care
The challenges of serious and terminal illnesses can be overwhelming. Palliative care offers compassion,
understanding, and expertise to treat the physical, spiritual, and emotional symptoms patients may
experience so they may live life to the fullest extent possible. Palliative care typically combines medical
skill with attention to the emotional as well as spiritual needs of patients. Pope Benedict XVI spoke of the
Church’s support for the seriously ill and encouraged the promotion of policies to create conditions where
individuals may bear illness and the end of life in a dignified manner. The Holy Father said, “it is
necessary to stress once again the need for more palliative care centres which provide integral care,
offering the sick the human assistance and spiritual accompaniment they need. This is a right belonging
to every human being, one which we all must be committed to defend.” Message of His Holiness Benedict
XVI for the Fifteenth World Day of the Sick, December 8, 2006.
The Diocese supported two bills this session to raise awareness of palliative care options. SB 256 would
have required health care facilities to implement a process to inform patients about palliative care options,
but the bill was referred to interim study. SB 259 would establish a palliative care center for health care
consumers, and has passed the Senate and House. SB 259 now will be sent to Governor Hassan, and
she is expected to sign it.

Thank Your Elected Official
In New Hampshire, state legislators are paid $200 per two-year session. They rarely are thanked for the
countless hours they dedicate to public service, let alone for their votes on bills requiring difficult
decisions. CLICK HERE for the link to search the voting records for your elected officials on bills with a
roll call vote this session. We encourage you to take this opportunity to thank your elected officials for
supporting repeal of the death penalty as well as opposing assisted suicide and abortion clinic buffer
zones and other bills before the legislature this session.

How to Contact Your Representative
CLICK HERE to find the contact information for your representatives or call (603) 271-3661.

Follow Catholic Citizenship News on Twitter (@NHCatholicCitiz)

Humanitarian Crisis: Unaccompanied
Children From Central America
Aug 8, 2014

“[The challenge of immigration] demands to be faced not with the logic of indifference but with the logic of
hospitality and sharing, in order to protect and promote the dignity and centrality of every human being.”
Pope Francis, Message to the Archbishop of Agrigento (June 23, 2014)

Overview

Since October 1, 2013, more than 52,000 unaccompanied and undocumented children and teens have
crossed the southwestern United States border,(1) creating a humanitarian and political crisis. Most of
these children come from El Salvador, Honduras, and Guatemala, where they face extreme poverty,
rampant drug violence, and human trafficking.(2) We here in the U.S. cannot imagine the brutality of their
lives: there, gangs recruit children as young as 10, and terrorize students and teachers in schools. Many
young people and their parents live in constant fear and in a state of hopelessness.(3)
Although many Central American parents understand that it is extremely dangerous for their children to
cross the United States border alone and without proper immigration status, they feel they have no other
choice to save their children from the bloodshed and misery in their homeland. Their fears are not
unfounded: many of the parents of these children were children themselves during the guerilla wars of
Central America in the 1980’s. When the children arrive in the United States, they are terrified, exhausted,
and vulnerable. We cannot send them back with a callous disregard for what they face at home. They
need our compassionate response.
Unfortunately, there is no easy solution to this humanitarian crisis. The issues faced by national and local
officials in establishing a just and sustainable solution are complex. As Catholics, we need to open our
hearts to the sufferings of these children seeking asylum and respond to them in a spirit of compassion
and generosity. As Pope Francis recently said in his message to the Archbishop of Agrigento, “I
encourage the Christian communities and all people of good will to continue to reach out and lend a
helping hand to all those who are in need, without counting the cost, without fear, with tenderness and
understanding.”

Responding to the Crisis: Pray, Learn, Act
Pray
Opening Prayer, Roman Missal #32 For Refugees and Exiles:
O Lord to whom no one is a stranger
and from whose help no one is ever distant,
look with compassion on refugees and exiles,
on segregated persons and on lost children;
restore them, we pray to a homeland,
and give us a kind heart for the needy and for strangers.

A Prayer for Migrant Children
Prayer Intentions (for use in Mass or prayer gatherings)

Learn
USCCB: Providing Safe Passage to Unaccompanied Children from Central America

"Unaccompanied Children Fleeing Violence in Central America
"Mission to Central America: The Flight of Unaccompanied Children to the United States" (Report of the
Committee on Migration of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops)
"Misión a Centroamérica: viaje a Estados Unidos de menores no acompañados"
Testimony of Bishop Seitz on Unaccompanied Minors before House Judiciary Committee
"Youth Builders Create Opportunities for Change in Central America"

Act
Print and Distribute this Parish Bulletin Insert
"Urge Congress to Protect Vulnerable Children
"Instar al Congreso para proteger a los niños vulnerables
Donate to Catholic Relief Services
Contact and donate to Catholic Charities New Hampshire Immigration and Refugee Services
Join the Justice for Immigrants Campaign and become part of a network of Catholic institutions,
individuals, and other persons of good faith to support just and comprehensive immigration reform.
Sources:
1 U.S. Customs and Border Protection Agency, as reported by Hannah Rappleye, NBC News.
2 Catholic Relief Services
3 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, “Mission to Central America: The Flight of
Unaccompanied Children to the United States,” (Washington, DC: USCCB, 2013), 2.

Follow Catholic Citizenship News on Twitter (@NHCatholicCitiz)

Bishop Libasci Urges Catholics to Cast
Votes for the Good of Others
Sep 2, 2014

Bishop Peter A. Libasci has issued a letter in advance of New Hampshire’s September 9 primary election
calling upon Catholics in the Diocese of Manchester to be citizens “who will work first and foremost for the
good of others . . . to benefit all people, especially the unborn, the poor, the forgotten elderly.”
In his letter, Bishop Libasci, encourages Catholics to use this election season to read Forming
Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, the teaching document of the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops on the call to participate in political life. You can read Faithful Citizenship. This important guide
describes the seven themes of Catholic teaching which Bishop Libasci describes as “indispensable for us
when we are making decisions about how we are going to vote on candidates and issues.” Watch for
future issues of Catholic Citizenship News in the coming weeks highlighting these seven themes of
Catholic social teaching.
The Diocese of Manchester developed a summary version of Faithful Citizenship titled Conscience and
Your Vote that you may find on our website at catholicnh.org/vote. Visit this website to find other
resources on voting as a faithful Catholic and an American citizen. There are resources for parishes, such
as ideas for catechetical leaders as well as prayer resources. We also included helpful information on
voting in New Hampshire, such as important dates and links to voter registration and voter identification
guides.

In a time when our nation and world struggle with issues of human dignity, poverty, immigration, religious
liberty, and violence, we hope you find these resources a helpful part of your reflection before
exercising your right to vote on September 9.

Follow Catholic Citizenship News on Twitter (@NHCatholicCitiz)

Catholic Citizenship News Launches Fall
Education Campaign
Sep 8, 2014

Catholic Citizenship News Launches Fall Education
Campaign – Remember to Vote Tomorrow,
September 9
In preparation for the fall elections, we are proud to announce the launch of Conscience and Your Vote,
an education and awareness drive dedicated to encouraging Catholics in New Hampshire to learn about
Church teaching on today’s pressing issues, pray as we form our consciences, and get out and vote. This
year, we face great challenges as a nation, but also are presented with great opportunities to build a
future based upon the principles laid forth by Christ.
Starting today, Catholic Citizenship News will feature a weekly program to help Catholics learn about
Church teaching. Watch for future issues highlighting the key themes of Catholic social teaching:

The Right of Life and the Dignity of the Human Person
Call to Family, Community, and Participation
Rights and Responsibilities
Option for the Poor and Vulnerable
Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers
Solidarity
Caring for God’s Creation

Conscience and Your Vote – A Brief
Summary of Catholic Social Teaching
Bishop Peter A. Libasci developed a document, Conscience and Your Vote, to assist
Catholics and other interested persons in understanding the nature of conscience, the
moral obligation to vote, and Church teaching on today’s pressing issues. CLICK
HERE to read Conscience and Your Vote.

Important Voting Dates


September 9, 2014 – State Primary Election Day



October 25, 2014 – Last day to register to vote before General Election Day (you may also register
on election day at the polling place)



November 4, 2014 – General Election Day

Voting Resources Available at catholicnh.org
Visit catholicnh.org/vote for links to additional resources on understanding Catholic teaching on the
serious issues before voters. Parishes will find intercessory prayers, the Diocesan Political Activity
Guidelines, and resources for catechetical leaders, youth ministers, and young adults. The site also
includes helpful links to information on voting in New Hampshire.
In a time when our nation struggles with the issues of human dignity, poverty, immigration, peace, and
religious liberty, we hope you find these resources a helpful part of your reflection before exercising your
right to vote.

Remember to vote in the State Primary Election
tomorrow, September 9!
Follow Catholic Citizenship News on Twitter (@NHCatholicCitiz).

Urge Your Senators and Representative to
Support the Second Chance Act!
Sep 12, 2014

Giving People a Second Chance Promotes Human
Dignity and Keeps Communities Safe
Background
The United States Senate Judiciary Committee is scheduled to discuss reauthorization of the Second
Chance Act (H.R. 3465/S.1690) in the coming weeks. In order to broaden support for this important
legislation, your Senators and Representative need to hear from you to encourage them to co-sponsor
and support the Second Chance Act.
The Second Chance Act supports programs that provide crucial employment assistance, substance
abuse treatment, housing, family programming, mentoring, victim support, and other services to
individuals returning to the community from incarceration.
Those who return to our communities from incarceration face significant challenges including: finding
housing and stable employment, high rates of substance abuse, physical and mental health challenges,
and social isolation. Without critical support services, these persons are not afforded a full opportunity for

true rehabilitation and have an increased chance of re-offending causing harm to society and increasing
our nation's prison costs

Why Catholics are Called to Take Action
Our Catholic tradition supports the community's right to establish and enforce laws that protect people
and advance the common good. But our faith also teaches us that both victims and offenders have a
God-given dignity that calls for justice, not vengeance. Pope Francis has said, "God is in everyone's life.
Even if the life of a person has been a disaster, even if it is destroyed by vices, drugs or anything elseGod is in this person's life."
Join the Holy Father by supporting those who are leaving incarceration and urge Congress to support
reauthorization of this important legislation.

For More Information
See recent letters and statements promoting criminal and restorative justice reform by CLICKING HERE.

How to Take Action
Call or write your members of Congress today!

Follow Catholic Citizenship News on Twitter (@NHCatholicCitiz).

Fall 2014 Weekly Catholic Voter Series: The
Right to Life and the Dignity of the Human
Person
Sep 15, 2014

This fall, Catholic Citizenship News features a weekly program to describe the seven key themes of
Church teaching as we form our consciences in preparation for the general election. In this issue, we
begin with the Right to Life and the Dignity of the Human Person.

Summary
When he presents the heart of his redemptive mission, Jesus says: “I came that they may have life, and
have it abundantly” (Jn 10:10). In truth, he is referring to that “new” and “eternal” life which consists in
communion with the Father, to which every person is freely called in the Son by the power of the
Sanctifying Spirit. It is precisely in this “life” that all aspects and stages of human life achieve their full
significance. – Pope John Paul II, Evangelium Vitae, no. 1
Every human life has been created by and is a gift from God. Each life is special and unique – never to be
repeated again in history. Every human life has a dignity and a value from the moment of conception to
the day we ae called back to the Lord – we refer to this as a consistent ethic of life.

The most vulnerable human lives are of the greatest concern: those who are sick, the disabled, the
unborn, those living in poverty, the elderly, and all those who are defenseless. Opening our hearts to
understanding the gift of each human life should help us see Jesus Christ in our neighbors in need. As
Pope Francis has said:
In a frail human being, each one of us is invited to recognize the face of the Lord, who in his human flesh
experienced the indifference and solitude to which we so often condemn the poorest of the poor, whether
in developing countries or in wealthy societies. Every child who, rather than being born, is condemned
unjustly to being aborted, bears the face of Jesus Christ, bears the face of the Lord, who even before he
was born, and then just after birth, experienced the world’s rejection . . . And every elderly person, even if
he is ill or at the end of his days, bears the face of Christ. Address of Holy Father Francis to Participants
in the Meeting Organized by the International Federation of Catholic Medical Associations, September 20,
2013.
The dignity of the human person is the foundation of a moral vision for society. In Forming Consciences
for Faithful Citizenship, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops explains that there are some

things we must never do, as individuals or as a society, because they are incompatible with love of God
and neighbor. These actions are called “intrinsically evil” because they must always be rejected and
opposed and must never be supported or condoned. A prime example is the intentional taking of innocent
human life, as in abortion and euthanasia. Similarly, direct threats to the sanctity and dignity of human life
that always must be opposed include human cloning, destructive research on human embryos, genocide,
torture, racism, and the targeting of noncombatants in acts of terror or war.
Catholic teaching about the dignity of life also calls us to oppose the use of the death penalty and to
overcome poverty and suffering. Opposition to intrinsically evil acts that undercut the dignity of the human
person also should open our eyes to the good we must do – to our positive duty to contribute to the
common good and act in solidarity with those in need. As Pope John Paul II said, “The fact that only the
negative commandments oblige always and under all circumstances does not mean that in the moral life
prohibitions are more important than the obligation to do good indicated by the positive commandment.”
(Veritatis Splendor, no. 52).

Applying the Teaching to Political Life
Applying the Church’s teaching on respect for human life can be challenging when we bring these beliefs
to the public square. The Church’s teaching on human life and dignity has been misunderstood and
misused in two ways:


The first is a moral equivalence that makes no ethical distinctions between different kinds of issues
involving human life and dignity. The direct and intentional destruction of innocent human life from
the moment of conception until natural death is always wrong and is not just one issue among
many. It always must be opposed.



The second is the misuse of these necessary moral distinctions as a way of dismissing or ignoring
other threats to human life and dignity such as racism, the use of the death penalty, unjust war, the
use of torture, war crimes, and addressing the serious issues of poverty, health care, and
immigration. Catholics are urged to seriously consider Church teaching on these issues. Although
choices about how best to respond to these and other compelling threats to human life and dignity
are matters for principled debate and decision, this does not make them optional concerns or
permit Catholics to dismiss or ignore Church teaching on these important issues.

The themes of Catholic social teaching are not a quantitative list of issues for equal consideration – there
are important distinctions among moral issues acknowledging that some involve the clear obligation to
oppose acts which never can be justified and that others require action to pursue justice and promote the
common good. At the same time, “A political commitment to a single isolated aspect of the Church’s
social doctrine does not exhaust one’s responsibility towards the common good.” (Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith, Doctrinal Note on Some Questions Regarding the Participation of Catholics in
Political Life, no. 4) The Church calls upon Catholics to form their consciences in the light of their Catholic
faith, learning about the candidates and issues.

Where can I Learn More?

Visit the Understanding Life Issues page of the Diocese of Manchester website to view resources from
the Start of Life Issues (such as contraception and abortion) to the End of Life (including euthanasia,
advanced directives, and the death penalty). You also will find links to information on stem cell research,
human cloning, reproductive technologies, and torture.
The website of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops includes extensive materials on Human
Life and Dignity at Human Life and Dignity. Click the individual topics on the left side of the page for more
information.

Conscience and Your Vote – A Brief
Summary of Catholic Social Teaching
Bishop Peter A. Libasci developed a document, Conscience and Your Vote, to assist
Catholics and other interested persons in understanding the nature of conscience, the
moral obligation to vote, and Church teaching on today’s pressing issues. CLICK HERE to read
Conscience and Your Vote.

Important Voting Dates


October 25, 2014 – Last day to register to vote before General Election Day (you may also register
on election day at the polling place)



November 4, 2014 – General Election Day

Voting Resources Available at catholicnh.org
Visit catholicnh.org/vote for links to additional resources on understanding Catholic teaching on the
serious issues before voters. Parishes will find intercessory prayers, the Diocesan Political Activity
Guidelines, and resources for catechetical leaders, youth ministers, and young adults. The site also
includes helpful links to information on voting in New Hampshire.
In a time when our nation struggles with the issues of human dignity, poverty, immigration, peace, and
religious liberty, we hope you find these resources a helpful part of your reflection before exercising your
right to vote.

Follow Catholic Citizenship News on Twitter (@NHCatholicCitiz).

Fr. Myles Sheehan, SJ, MD Returns to
Speak on Catholic Teaching on Care at the
End of Life
Sep 18, 2014

Register Today – Space Expected to Fill Quickly
After speaking to a capacity crowd last year, Fr. Myles Sheehan, a Jesuit and graduate of Dartmouth
Medical School, returns as the keynote speaker at the Diocese of Manchester’s 6th annual Catholics in
the Public Square event on November 15, 2014 from 9:00 a.m. to noon at the New Hampshire Institute of
Politics at Saint Anselm College. Father Sheehan is a dynamic and engaging speaker and will share
Church teaching on end-of-life care, including an understanding of palliative care. Bishop Peter A. Libasci
will offer a teaching on the role of Catholics in the public square, and Pr. Daniel Daly of Saint Anselm
College will help explain what is meant by a “seamless garment.” Reserve your space today for this
informative and uplifting event.
CLICK HERE to register online or contact Kimberly Low at klow@rcbm.org or (603) 663-0131.
Download Flyer (pdf)

Fall 2014 Weekly Catholic Voter Series Call
to Family, Community, and Participation
Sep 24, 2014
This fall, Catholic Citizenship News features a weekly program to help Catholics learn about the seven
key themes of Church teaching as we form our consciences in preparation for the general election. This
week, we examine the Call to Family, Community, and Participation.

Summary
Involvement in politics is an obligation for a Christian. We cannot “play the role of Pilate,” washing our
hands of it; we cannot. We must be involved in politics because politics is one of the highest forms of
charity for it seeks the common good. – Address of Pope Francis to the Students of the Jesuit Schools of
Italy and Albania, June 7, 2013
As Christians, we are called to participate in promoting the common good. The Catechism of the Catholic
Church teaches that “This obligation is inherent in the dignity of the human person.” Catechism of the
Catholic Church (CCC), no. 1913. We begin by taking charge of the areas over which we assume
personal responsibility: educating our families, working conscientiously, and similar efforts. And by taking
charge of these efforts in our personal areas of concern, we participate in the good of others and of
society. But as far as possible, we also are called to take an active part in public life because the
participation of all brings us closer to realizing the common good.
The human person is not only sacred but also social. Full human development takes place in relationship
with others. How we organize in society directly impacts human dignity and the capacity of individuals to
flourish in community.

The family – based on marriage between a man and a woman – is the first and fundamental unit of
society and is a sanctuary for the creation and nurturing of children. “The first setting in which faith

enlightens the human city is the family.” Lumen Fidei, no 52. Marriage is not a creation of human society
or any religion – instead, it springs from who the human person is, as male and female, and society and
religion affirm and reinforce it. Therefore, the truth of marriage is accessible to everyone, regardless of
their religious beliefs or lack thereof.
Social and economic policies should work to strengthen the family, not weaken it. This includes the rights
and responsibilities of parents to care for their children, including the right to choose their children’s
education.
Every person has a right and a duty to participate in shaping society to promote the common good and
well-being of all, especially the poor and vulnerable. As Catholics, our baptismal commitment to bear
public witness to the value of Jesus Christ requires our active participation in the free and democratic life
of our nation.
This theme of Catholic teaching also calls us to apply subsidiarity – the principle
that larger institutions in society should not overwhelm or interfere with smaller or local institutions, yet
larger institutions have essential responsibilities when the more local institutions cannot adequately
protect human dignity, meet human needs, and advance the common good. – Forming Consciences for
Faithful Citizenship, no. 48.
As Saint John Paul II reminded us, “the principle of subsidiarity must be respected: a community of a
higher order should not interfere in the internal life of a community of a lower order, depriving the latter of
its functions, but rather should support it in case of need and help to coordinate its activity with the
activities of the rest of society, always with a view to the common good.” Centesimus Annus, no. 48.

Where can I Learn More?
For additional information on the Catholic teaching on marriage and the family,
visit www.marriageuniqueforareason.org, an initiative of the US Conference of Catholic Bishops. The site
includes information on Church teachings and FAQs.
To learn more about how to participate in public life in New Hampshire by expressing your support for or
opposition to legislation, visit www.catholicnh.org/action.

Conscience and Your Vote – A Brief
Summary of Catholic Social Teaching

Bishop Peter A. Libasci developed a document, Conscience and Your Vote, to assist Catholics and other
interested persons in understanding the nature of conscience, the moral obligation to vote, and Church
teaching on today’s pressing issues. CLICK HERE to read Conscience and Your Vote.

Important Voting Dates


October 25, 2014 – Last day to register to vote before General Election Day (you may also register
on election day at the polling place)



November 4, 2014 – General Election Day

Voting Resources Available at catholicnh.org
Visit catholicnh.org/vote for links to additional resources on understanding Catholic teaching on the
serious issues before voters. Parishes will find intercessory prayers, the Diocesan Political Activity
Guidelines, and resources for catechetical leaders, youth ministers, and young adults. The site also
includes helpful links to information on voting in New Hampshire.
In a time when our nation struggles with the issues of human dignity, poverty, immigration, peace, and
religious liberty, we hope you find these resources a helpful part of your reflection before exercising your
right to vote.

Fr. Myles Sheehan, SJ, MD Returns to Speak
on Catholic Teaching on Care at the End of Life
After speaking to a capacity crowd last year, Fr. Myles Sheehan, a Jesuit and graduate of Dartmouth
Medical School, returns as the keynote speaker at the Diocese of Manchester’s 6th annual Catholics in
the Public Square event on November 15, 2014 from 9:00 a.m. to noon at the New Hampshire Institute of
Politics at Saint Anselm College. Father Sheehan is a dynamic and engaging speaker and will share
Church teaching on end-of-life care, including an understanding of palliative care. Bishop Peter A. Libasci
will offer a teaching on the role of Catholics in the public square, and Pr. Daniel Daly of Saint Anselm
College will help explain what is meant by a “seamless garment.” Reserve your space today for this
informative and uplifting event.
Saturday, November 15, 2014
8:30 a.m. registration
9:00 a.m. – 12 p.m. program

NH Institute of Politics at Saint Anselm College
100 Saint Anselm Drive
Manchester, NH 03102
This event is free of charge. Registration is required.
DOWNLOAD FLYER (pdf)
Register on or before November 6, 2012
By phone: Kimberly Low (603) 663-0131
By e-mail: klow@rcbm.org
Online: publicsquare2014.eventbrite.com

Fall 2014 Weekly Catholic Voter Series
Rights and Responsibilities
Sep 29, 2014
This fall, Catholic Citizenship News features a weekly program to help Catholics learn about the seven
key themes of Church teaching as we form our consciences in preparation for the general election. This
week, we focus on Rights and Responsibilities.

Summary
Every human being has a right to life, the fundamental right that makes all other rights possible, and a
right to access to those things required for human decency – food and shelter, education and
employment, health care and housing, freedom of religion and family life. The right to exercise religious
freedom publicly and privately by individuals and institutions along with freedom of conscience need to be
constantly defended . . . Corresponding to these rights are duties and responsibilities – to one another, to
our families, and to the larger society. Rights should be understood and exercised in a moral framework
rooted in the dignity of the human person. Catholic Bishops of the United States, Forming Consciences
for Faithful Citizenship, no. 49
The Catholic tradition teaches that human dignity can be protected and a healthy community can be
achieved only if human rights are protected and responsibilities are met. Every human being has a right
to life, which makes all other rights possible. Everyone has a right to those things required for basic
human decency: food, shelter, education, employment, health care, housing, freedom of religion, and
family life.
Everyone has a right to religious freedom, which enables one to worship freely, to refuse to participate in
actions contrary to one’s religious beliefs, and to share and defend one’s creed and moral principles in
the public forum. Individuals and institutions have the right to exercise their religious freedoms publicly
and privately.

With these rights come duties to one another, our families, and the larger society. We have the right and
the duty to participate fully in all aspects of life: political, social, cultural, and economic. Our Baptism calls
us to bear public witness to the values of Jesus Christ by active participation in the free and democratic
life of our nation. We have a responsibility to act on our faith because “faith of itself, if it does not have
works, is dead.” Jas 2:14-18.

Applying the Teaching to Political Life – What about
the Separation of Church and State?
When Catholics exercise their right and responsibility to enter public life, many often respond by saying a
“separation of Church and State” prohibits participation by the Church in the public square, but this view is
inaccurate. The drafters of the United States Constitution held religious freedom in such high regard that
it is addressed as the first phrase in the First Amendment and protects the right of individual believers and
religious bodies to participate and speak out without government interference, favoritism, or
discrimination. The First Amendment plainly states:
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof
The first part of the First Amendment concerns the establishment of religion. This phrase prohibits
Congress from mandating a national religion, requiring citizens to follow a particular religion, or favoring
one religion over another. The second part addresses the free exercise of religion and guarantees that
every person has the right to free expression of religious beliefs.
The First Amendment speaks in terms of what “Congress” cannot do; it restrains the actions of the
government, not the actions of individuals or organizations. The First Amendment does not prohibit
individuals from bringing their religious beliefs and experiences with them to the public square, nor does it
forbid religious institutions from participating in political life. As Americans, we treasure this freedom,
which protects our right and obligation to express freely our moral principles and convictions within the
public arena without fear of penalty or exclusion. We uphold this same right for all other religious groups,
including those whose positions differ from ours.
As Catholics, we bring important assets to the discussion about our nation’s future. We bring a consistent
moral framework for assessing issues – drawn from basic human reason that is illuminated by the
Scripture and the teaching of the Church. We also bring a broad, first-hand experience serving those in
need – caring for the sick, feeding the hungry, educating the young, helping women who face difficult
pregnancies, welcoming immigrants and refugees, reaching out in global solidarity, and pursuing peace.
We have a right and an obligation to speak out on legislation, especially measures impacting the most
vulnerable in our society.

Where can I Learn More?
Visit the USCCB for references to Scripture and Catholic teaching in the area of Rights and
Responsibilities by clicking here.

To learn more about how to participate in public life in New Hampshire by expressing your support for or
opposition to legislation, visit www.catholicnh.org/action

Conscience and Your Vote – A Brief
Summary of Catholic Social Teaching
Bishop Peter A. Libasci developed a document, Conscience and Your Vote, to assist Catholics and other
interested persons in understanding the nature of conscience, the moral obligation to vote, and Church
teaching on today’s pressing issues.CLICK HERE to read Conscience and Your Vote.

Important Voting Dates


October 25, 2014 – Last day to register to vote before General Election Day (you may also register
on election day at the polling place)



November 4, 2014 – General Election Day

Voting Resources Available at catholicnh.org
Visit catholicnh.org/vote for links to additional resources on understanding Catholic teaching on the
serious issues before voters. Parishes will find intercessory prayers, the Diocesan Political Activity
Guidelines, and resources for catechetical leaders, youth ministers, and young adults. The site also
includes helpful links to information on voting in New Hampshire.
In a time when our nation struggles with the issues of human dignity, poverty, immigration, peace, and
religious liberty, we hope you find these resources a helpful part of your reflection before exercising your
right to vote.

Fr. Myles Sheehan, SJ, MD Returns to Speak
on Catholic Teaching on Care at the End of Life
After speaking to a capacity crowd last year, Fr. Myles Sheehan, a Jesuit and graduate of Dartmouth
Medical School, returns as the keynote speaker at the Diocese of Manchester’s 6th annual Catholics in
the Public Square event on November 15, 2014 from 9:00 a.m. to noon at the New Hampshire Institute of
Politics at Saint Anselm College. Father Sheehan is a dynamic and engaging speaker and will share
Church teaching on end-of-life care, including an understanding of palliative care. Bishop Peter A. Libasci
will offer a teaching on the role of Catholics in the public square, and Pr. Daniel Daly of Saint Anselm
College will help explain what is meant by a “seamless garment.” Reserve your space today for this
informative and uplifting event.
Saturday, November 15, 2014
8:30 a.m. registration
9:00 a.m. – 12 p.m. program
NH Institute of Politics at Saint Anselm College
100 Saint Anselm Drive
Manchester, NH 03102
This event is free of charge. Registration is required.
DOWNLOAD FLYER (pdf)
Register on or before November 6, 2012
By phone: Kimberly Low (603) 663-0131
By e-mail: klow@rcbm.org
Online: publicsquare2014.eventbrite.com

Fall 2014 Weekly Catholic Voter Series
Option for the Poor and Vulnerable
Oct 6, 2014
This fall, Catholic Citizenship News features a weekly program to help Catholics learn about the seven
key themes of Church teaching as we form our consciences in preparation for the general election. This
week, we examine the Option for the Poor and Vulnerable.

Summary
While the common good embraces all, those who are weak, vulnerable, and most in need deserve
preferential concern. As Pope Francis said, “God’s heart has a special place for the poor, so much so that
he himself ‘became poor.’” (Evangelii Gaudium, no. 197). Scripture gives us the story of the Last
Judgment and reminds us we will be judged by our response to the “least among us.”
‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? When did we see you a
stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? When did we see you ill or in prison, and visit you?’
And the king will say to them in reply, ‘Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least
brothers of mine, you did for me.’ (Mt. 25:37-40)
A basic moral test for our society is how we treat the most vulnerable in our midst. The Catechism of the
Catholic Church explains:
Those who are oppressed by poverty are the object of a preferential love on the part of the Church which,
since her origin and in spite of the failings of many of her members, has not ceased to work for their relief,
defense, and liberation through numerous works of charity which remain indispensable always and
everywhere. (no. 2448)
Pope Benedict XVI has taught that “love for widows and orphans, prisoners, and the sick and needy of
every kind, is as essential to [the Church] as the ministry of the sacraments and preaching of the Gospel”
(Deus Caritas Est, no. 22). The preferential option for the poor and vulnerable includes all who are
marginalized in our nation and beyond – unborn children, persons with disabilities, the elderly and
terminally ill, and victims of injustice and oppression.

How Can I Help the Poor and Vulnerable?
There are two distinct but complementary ways we can put the Gospel in action in response to the
preferential love for the poor and vulnerable: advocacy (addressing systemic, root causes of problems
that affect many people) and charitable works (short-term, emergency assistance for individuals).
Advocacy “concerns the social, political, and economic aspects and above all, the structural dimension
of problems and their respective solutions.” (Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, no. 201)
Advocacy addresses the root causes of problems facing our communities by seeking just public policies
and helping to change the social structures that contribute to suffering and injustice at home and around
the world. Examples of advocacy include contacting your state and federal legislators on issues of
interest to the poor and vulnerable. You can learn more about how to speak out to support or oppose
state legislation by clicking here.
Charitable Works are “our response to immediate needs and specific situations: feeding the hungry,
clothing the naked, caring and healing the sick, visiting those in prison, etc.” (Deus Caritas Est, no. 31).
Charitable works aid or assist others both locally and globally to meet their immediate, short-term needs.
Examples include engaging in a direct service such as mentoring children or providing food, clothing,
shelter, or monetary assistance to those in need. There are many individuals and organizations
performing charitable works every day. Along with New Hampshire Catholic Charities and other
ministries, the Catholic Church as a whole is the largest non-governmental provider of charitable services
in the state. You can get involved to help those in need in New Hampshire through your parish and
by contacting the nearest field office of New Hampshire Catholic Charities. To learn more about advocacy

and charitable efforts to assist the poor and vulnerable overseas, visit Catholic Relief Services, the official
international humanitarian agency of the Catholic community in the United States.

Conscience and Your Vote – A Brief Summary of
Catholic Social Teaching
Bishop Peter A. Libasci developed a document, Conscience and Your Vote, to assist Catholics and other
interested persons in understanding the nature of conscience, the moral obligation to vote, and Church
teaching on today’s pressing issues. CLICK HERE to read Conscience and Your Vote.

Important Voting Dates


October 25, 2014 – Last day to register to vote before General Election Day (you may also register
on election day at the polling place)



November 4, 2014 – General Election Day

Voting Resources Available at catholicnh.org
Visit catholicnh.org/vote for links to additional resources on understanding Catholic teaching on the
serious issues before voters. Parishes will find intercessory prayers, the Diocesan Political Activity
Guidelines, and resources for catechetical leaders, youth ministers, and young adults. The site also
includes helpful links to information on voting in New Hampshire.
In a time when our nation struggles with the issues of human dignity, poverty, immigration, peace, and
religious liberty, we hope you find these resources a helpful part of your reflection before exercising your
right to vote.

Fr. Myles Sheehan, SJ, MD Returns to Speak on
Catholic Teaching on Care at the End of Life
After speaking to a capacity crowd last year, Fr. Myles Sheehan, a Jesuit and graduate of Dartmouth
Medical School, returns as the keynote speaker at the Diocese of Manchester’s 6th annual Catholics in
the Public Square event on November 15, 2014 from 9:00 a.m. to noon at the New Hampshire Institute of
Politics at Saint Anselm College. Father Sheehan is a dynamic and engaging speaker and will share
Church teaching on end-of-life care, including an understanding of palliative care. Bishop Peter A. Libasci

will offer a teaching on the role of Catholics in the public square, and Pr. Daniel Daly of Saint Anselm
College will help explain what is meant by a “seamless garment.” Reserve your space today for this
informative and uplifting event.
Saturday, November 15, 2014
8:30 a.m. registration
9:00 a.m. – 12 p.m. program
NH Institute of Politics at Saint Anselm College
100 Saint Anselm Drive
Manchester, NH 03102
This event is free of charge. Registration is required.
DOWNLOAD FLYER (pdf)
Register on or before November 6, 2012
By phone: Kimberly Low (603) 663-0131
By e-mail: klow@rcbm.org
Online: publicsquare2014.eventbrite.com

Fall 2014 Weekly Catholic Voter Series The
Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers
Oct 16, 2014

This fall, Catholic Citizenship News features a weekly program to help Catholics learn about the seven
key themes of Church teaching as we form our consciences in preparation for the general election. This
week, we learn about the Dignity of Work and Rights of Workers.

Summary

[T]he primary capital to be safeguarded and valued is man, the human person in his or her own
integrity: “Man is the source, the focus and the aim of all economic and social life.” (Pope Benedict
XVI, Caritas in Veritate, no. 25, June 29, 2009) (emphasis in original).
In 1891, Pope Leo XIII issued Rerum Novarum, which expressed the Church's first evaluation of the
Industrial Revolution. Pope Leo especially focused on the new technological and economic trends that
diminished the dignity of workers through the segmentation of the labor process, the sudden
obsolescence of acquired skills, and the separation of the worker from ownership of his own tools.
In light of the severe imbalance between workers and the owners of industrial enterprises, Pope Leo did
two things. First, he recognized the right of workers to form free associations to express grievances, to
make proposals about the operation of enterprises, and to advance their legitimate interests which at
times conflicted with those of the owners. Today, we call such arrangements collective bargaining. When
such a system operates well, it can produce harmony between workers and employers and foster a sense
of co-responsibility. Second, Pope Leo proposed a just wage sufficient to support the family of the worker.
The proposal reflected the belief that the promotion of the common good, especially the needs of families,
is not always advanced by the market alone.
Pope Francis has echoed the teaching of Pope Leo in The Joy of the Gospel, warning against a "crude
and naïve trust" in the "sacralized workings of the prevailing economic system." (The Joy of the
Gospel #54) The economy does not exist solely for the production of consumer goods for the proper
development and flourishing of the human person. This requires the opportunity for everyone to express
his or her creativity through employment that is free, dignified, safe, and justly compensated. Such
opportunities have become much scarcer today. Pope Francis has warned, "Human beings are
themselves considered consumer goods to be used and then discarded." (The Joy of the Gospel #53)
This happens when workers lack a reasonable amount job security, opportunities for training and
advancement, and the ability to harmonize their responsibilities as family members and workers.
For over 100 years, every Pope has restated and updated the essential teachings of Pope Leo XIII. Saint
John Paul II frequently taught about the dignity of labor and the proper understanding of the economy,
always avoiding the extremes of political ideologies. In 1981, just three years after his election, Saint John
Paul II issued On Human Work, a restatement of Catholic social teaching. The Holy Father taught “the
principle of the priority of labor over capital,” which means that the human person, not material objects
and financial instruments, is the true source of wealth. As such, investors, management, and workers all
have the right to share in the fruits of the particular enterprise. Moreover, workers, who actually perform
productive tasks, must never be reduced to enfleshed machines who are not consulted and respected
and instead disposed at will.
The Catholic Church has long recognized the value of collective bargaining as way to advance the just
claims of workers and to foster mutually beneficial cooperation between management and workers.
Because of this, the Church has actively supported federal and state laws that facilitate collective
bargaining.
Collective bargaining works best when employers and workers maintain a proper balance between rights
and responsibilities, avoid irrational and destructive hostility, and always seek to promote the common
good of the enterprise as well as the broader community. In promoting this balance, the dignity of work
also involves worker responsibilities such as the duty to provide a fair day’s work for a fair day’s pay.

Catholic social teaching reminds workers, employers, and investors that their combined activity is a
crucial form of Man’s continuing participation in God’s creation. Through sharing in God’s creative power,
human beings discover their own dignity by what they do rather than by what they own.

Where can I Learn More?
CLICK HERE for the Labor and Employment resources of the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops.
View additional resources available on the Diocese of Manchester website.

Conscience and Your Vote – A Brief Summary of
Catholic Social Teaching
Bishop Peter A. Libasci developed a document, Conscience and Your Vote, to assist Catholics and other
interested persons in understanding the nature of conscience, the moral obligation to vote, and Church
teaching on today’s pressing issues. CLICK HERE to read Conscience and Your Vote.

Important Voting Dates


October 25, 2014 – Last day to register to vote before General Election Day (you may also register
on election day at the polling place)



November 4, 2014 – General Election Day

Voting Resources Available at catholicnh.org
Visit catholicnh.org/vote for links to additional resources on understanding Catholic teaching on the
serious issues before voters. Parishes will find intercessory prayers, the Diocesan Political Activity
Guidelines, and resources for catechetical leaders, youth ministers, and young adults. The site also
includes helpful links to information on voting in New Hampshire.
In a time when our nation struggles with the issues of human dignity, poverty, immigration, peace, and
religious liberty, we hope you find these resources a helpful part of your reflection before exercising your
right to vote.

Fr. Myles Sheehan, SJ, MD Returns to Speak on
Catholic Teaching on Care at the End of Life
After speaking to a capacity crowd last year, Fr. Myles Sheehan, a Jesuit and graduate of Dartmouth
Medical School, returns as the keynote speaker at the Diocese of Manchester’s 6th annual Catholics in
the Public Square event on November 15, 2014 from 9:00 a.m. to noon at the New Hampshire Institute of
Politics at Saint Anselm College. Father Sheehan is a dynamic and engaging speaker and will share
Church teaching on end-of-life care, including an understanding of palliative care. Bishop Peter A. Libasci
will offer a teaching on the role of Catholics in the public square, and Pr. Daniel Daly of Saint Anselm
College will help explain what is meant by a “seamless garment.” Reserve your space today for this
informative and uplifting event.
Saturday, November 15, 2014
8:30 a.m. registration
9:00 a.m. – 12 p.m. program
NH Institute of Politics at Saint Anselm College
100 Saint Anselm Drive
Manchester, NH 03102
This event is free of charge. Registration is required.
DOWNLOAD FLYER (pdf)
Register on or before November 6, 2012
By phone: Kimberly Low (603) 663-0131
By e-mail: klow@rcbm.org
Online: publicsquare2014.eventbrite.com

Fall 2014 Weekly Catholic Voter Series
Solidarity
Oct 20, 2014

This fall, Catholic Citizenship News features a weekly program to help Catholics learn about the seven
key themes of Church teaching as we form our consciences in preparation for the general election. This
week, we learn about Solidarity.

Summary
There is a solidarity among all creatures arising from the fact that all have the same Creator and are all
ordered to his glory. (Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 344)
We are one human family, whatever our national, racial, ethnic, economic, and ideological differences. As
Saint John Paul II noted in Evangelium Vitae, there is a contradiction between the solemn affirmation of
human rights and their tragic denial rooted in a notion of freedom exalting the individual and failing to
provide a place for solidarity. We are our brothers’ and sisters’ keepers (Gen 4:9) “because God entrusts
us to one another.” (Evangelium Vitae, no. 19). As Saint John Paul II summarized:
[Solidarity] is not a feeling of vague compassion or shallow distress at the misfortunes of so many people,
both near and far. On the contrary, it is a firm and persevering determination to commit oneself to the
common good; that is to say, to the good of all and of each individual, because we are all really
responsible for all. (Sollicitudo rei Socialis, no. 38)
Jesus taught us one of the greatest commandments: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” (Mk
12:31). Loving our neighbor has global dimensions, and this commandment calls us to eradicate racism
and address the extreme poverty and disease plaguing so much of the world. Solidarity also includes the
call of the Gospel to welcome the stranger among us (Mt 25:31-46), including immigrants seeking work, a
safe home, education for their children, and a decent life for their families. As Pope Francis summarized:

It is essential to draw near to new forms of poverty and vulnerability, in which we are called to recognize
the suffering Christ, even if this appears to bring us no tangible and immediate benefits. I think of the
homeless, the addicted, refugees, indigenous people, the elderly who are increasingly isolated and
abandoned, and many others. Migrants present a particular challenge for me, since I am the pastor of a
Church without frontiers, a Church which considers herself mother to all. (Evangelii Gaudium, no. 210).
The Gospel lifts up those who work for peace: “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called
children of God.” (Mt 5:9). In light of this invitation to be peacemakers, our commitment to solidarity with
our neighbors – at home and abroad – also demands that we promote peace and pursue justice in a
world marred by violence and conflict. Decisions on the use of force should be guided by the traditional
moral criteria and undertaken only as a last resort.
More than fifty years ago, Saint John XXIII wrote these words still applicable today:
The solidarity which binds all men together as members of a common family makes it impossible for
wealthy nations to look with indifference upon the hunger, misery and poverty of other nations whose
citizens are unable to enjoy even elementary human rights. The nations of the world are becoming more
and more dependent on one another and it will not be possible to preserve a lasting peace so long as
glaring economic and social imbalances persist. (Mater et Magistra, no. 157)

Where Can I Learn More about Solidarity?
To learn more about the global peace and development efforts of the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops (USCCB), visit Catholic Relief Services (CRS) website.
To subscribe to Catholics Confront Global Poverty advocacy action alerts, CLICK HERE.
Learn how you can use CRS Rice Bowl as a resource in your parish, school, and family to deepen the
Lenten experience and increase awareness of global solidarity by visiting www.crsricebowl.org.
For information on the Just War Tradition and the call to resist resorting to violence as a means to resolve
conflict, visit theDiocese of Manchester website.

Conscience and Your Vote – A Brief Summary of
Catholic Social Teaching
Bishop Peter A. Libasci developed a document, Conscience and Your Vote, to assist Catholics and other
interested persons in understanding the nature of conscience, the moral obligation to vote, and Church
teaching on today’s pressing issues. CLICK HERE to read Conscience and Your Vote.

Important Voting Dates


October 25, 2014 – Last day to register to vote before General Election Day (you may also register
on election day at the polling place)



November 4, 2014 – General Election Day

Voting Resources Available at catholicnh.org
Visit catholicnh.org/vote for links to additional resources on understanding Catholic teaching on the
serious issues before voters. Parishes will find intercessory prayers, the Diocesan Political Activity

Guidelines, and resources for catechetical leaders, youth ministers, and young adults. The site also
includes helpful links to information on voting in New Hampshire.
In a time when our nation struggles with the issues of human dignity, poverty, immigration, peace, and
religious liberty, we hope you find these resources a helpful part of your reflection before exercising your
right to vote.

Fr. Myles Sheehan, SJ, MD Returns to Speak on
Catholic Teaching on Care at the End of Life
After speaking to a capacity crowd last year, Fr. Myles Sheehan, a Jesuit and graduate of Dartmouth
Medical School, returns as the keynote speaker at the Diocese of Manchester’s 6th annual Catholics in
the Public Square event on November 15, 2014 from 9:00 a.m. to noon at the New Hampshire Institute of
Politics at Saint Anselm College. Father Sheehan is a dynamic and engaging speaker and will share
Church teaching on end-of-life care, including an understanding of palliative care. Bishop Peter A. Libasci
will offer a teaching on the role of Catholics in the public square, and Pr. Daniel Daly of Saint Anselm
College will help explain what is meant by a “seamless garment.” Reserve your space today for this
informative and uplifting event.
Saturday, November 15, 2014
8:30 a.m. registration
9:00 a.m. – 12 p.m. program
NH Institute of Politics at Saint Anselm College
100 Saint Anselm Drive
Manchester, NH 03102
This event is free of charge. Registration is required.
DOWNLOAD FLYER (pdf)
Register on or before November 6, 2012
By phone: Kimberly Low (603) 663-0131

By e-mail: klow@rcbm.org
Online: publicsquare2014.eventbrite.com

Fall 2014 Weekly Catholic Voter Series
Caring for God’s Creation
Oct 27, 2014

This fall, Catholic Citizenship News features a weekly program to help Catholics learn about the seven
key themes of Church teaching as we form our consciences in preparation for the general election. We
examine our final theme this week – Caring for God’s Creation.

Summary
Small yet strong in the love of God, like Saint Francis of Assisi, all of us, as Christians, are called to watch
over and protect the fragile world in which we live, and all its peoples. – Pope Francis, Evangelii
Gaudium, no. 216, November 24, 2013.
As stewards, not owners, of the earth God created for us, we have an obligation to cherish and care for
the environment. We have a moral obligation to protect the planet on which we live – to respect God’s
creation and to ensure a safe and hospitable environment for human beings, especially children at their
most vulnerable stages of development. The earth yields forth many resources needed for human
flourishing, especially energy and the capacity to produce food. These precious resources must be used
prudently, fairly, safely, and with a constant concern for future generations.
In his 1990 World Day of Peace Message, Pope John Paul II observed “a lack of due respect for nature,
by the plundering of natural resources and by a progressive decline in the quality of life.” He encouraged
ecological awareness to develop concrete programs and initiatives.
Twenty years later, Pope Benedict XVI continued to raise awareness of the call to care for the

environment. The Holy Father wrote, “The environment is God’s gift to everyone, and in our use of it we
have a responsibility towards the poor, towards future generations and towards humanity as a
whole.” Caritas in Veritate, no. 48, June 29, 2009. Pope Benedict XVI dedicated his World Day of Peace
message to the theme If You Want to Cultivate Peace, Protect Creation. In his message, Pope Benedict
XVI drew attention to climate change, desertification, the deterioration and loss of productivity in
agricultural areas, the pollution of rivers and aquifers, the loss of biodiversity, the increase of natural
catastrophes, and the deforestation of equatorial and tropical regions. He also spoke about
“environmental refugees,” people who are forced by the degradation of their natural habitat to forsake it –
and often their possessions as well – in order to face the dangers and uncertainties of forced
displacement. Pope Benedict XVI summarized that all of these issues have a profound impact on the
exercise of human rights, such as the right to life, food, health, and development. He called for a greater
sense of intergenerational solidarity, urging the use of natural resources “in such a way that immediate
benefits do not have a negative impact on living creatures, human and not, present and future.”
Pope Francis also has called upon Christians and all people of good will to protect the environment:
Nurturing and cherishing creation is a command God gives not only at the beginning of history, but to
each of us. It is part of his plan; it means causing the world to grow responsibly, transforming it so that it
may be a garden, a habitable place for everyone. Pope Francis, General Audience on United Nations
World Environment Day, June 5, 2013.
Climate change is at the center of the environmental challenges facing our nation and the world, and the
Church has placed a particular focus on the needs of the poor, the weak, and the vulnerable in examining
this issue. People living in poverty – both at home and abroad – contribute least to climate change, but
they are likely to suffer its worst consequences with few resources to adapt and respond. According to
Catholic Relief Services, the effects of climate change – increasingly limited access to water, reduced
crop yields, more widespread disease, increased frequency and intensity of natural disasters, and conflict
over declining resources – are making the lives of the world’s poorest people even more precarious.
“Action to mitigate global climate change must be built upon a foundation of social and economic justice
that does not put the poor at greater risk or place disproportionate and unfair burdens on developing
nations.” United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Global Climate Change: A Plea for Dialogue,
Prudence, and the Common Good, June 15, 2001.

Where can I Learn More?


Pope Benedict XVI’s 2012 World Day of Peace message, If You Want to Cultivate Peace, Protect
Creation



Pope John Paul II’s 1990 World Day of Peace message, The Ecological Crisis: A Common
Responsibility



Global Climate Change: A Plea for Dialogue, Prudence, and the Common Good – a statement of
the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops



Global Climate Change and Our Catholic Response – educational resources from Catholic Relief
Services



Technical Resources on Climate Change– resources from Catholic Relief Services



Protecting Human Life and Caring for Creation: Why Protecting Unborn Children in their First
Environment Matters – a discussion and study guide

Conscience and Your Vote – A Brief
Summary of Catholic Social Teaching
Bishop Peter A. Libasci developed a document, Conscience and Your Vote, to assist
Catholics and other interested persons in understanding the nature of conscience, the
moral obligation to vote, and Church teaching on today’s pressing issues. CLICK
HERE to read Conscience and Your Vote.

Important Voting Dates


November 4, 2014 – General Election Day

Voting Resources Available at catholicnh.org
Visit catholicnh.org/vote for links to additional resources on understanding Catholic teaching on the
serious issues before voters. Parishes will find intercessory prayers, the Diocesan Political Activity
Guidelines, and resources for catechetical leaders, youth ministers, and young adults. The site also
includes helpful links to information on voting in New Hampshire.
In a time when our nation struggles with the issues of human dignity, poverty, immigration, peace, and
religious liberty, we hope you find these resources a helpful part of your reflection before exercising your
right to vote.

Fall 2014 Weekly Catholic Voter Series Election Day is Tomorrow
Nov 3, 2014

Election Day is Tomorrow
Many eyes will be turned toward New Hampshire tomorrow. We face great challenges as a nation, but we
also are presented with great opportunities to build a future based upon the principles laid forth by Christ.
May we take this opportunity seriously, obtain factual information about the candidates and their
positions, and get out and vote tomorrow.

Bishop’s Letter on Voting
CLICK HERE to read a letter from Bishop Peter A. Libasci urging Catholics to common good when
considering their vote. Spanish version.

Where and When Can I Vote? What do I need to
bring?
Visit the website of the New Hampshire Secretary of State to search your city or town and determine your
polling location and the times of day when you will be able to vote.
Remember that all voters at the polls will be asked to show photo identification. If you do not present a
photo ID, you will be permitted to vote after completing a “challenged voter affidavit.” If you complete an
affidavit, you will receive a verification letter from the Secretary of State after the election requesting
confirmation you voted in the election. If you do not respond in writing within 90 days, the Attorney
General will conduct an investigation to determine if fraudulent voting occurred. Visit the Voter ID
page http://sos.nh.gov/voterid.aspx of the New Hampshire Secretary of State for more information,
including an Explanatory Document with a list of approved forms of photo identification.

Resources to Learn More about Catholic Teaching
and Voting
Bishop Libasci developed a document, Conscience and Your Vote, to assist Catholics and other
interested persons in understanding the nature of conscience, the moral obligation to vote, and Church
teaching on today’s pressing issues. Visit www.catholicnh.org/vote to find a copy of Conscience and Your
Vote and other helpful resources about Catholic teaching and the moral obligation to vote.
This fall, Catholic Citizenship News featured a weekly program to help Catholics learn about the seven
key themes of Church teaching as we form our consciences in preparation for the general election. Read
our most recent issues of Catholic Citizenship News to learn about Church teaching on:
The Right to Life and the Dignity of the Human Person
Call to Family, Community, and Participation
Rights and Responsibilities
Option for the Poor and Vulnerable
Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers
Solidarity
Caring for God’s Creation
In a time when our nation struggles with many important issues including human dignity, poverty,
immigration, peace, and religious liberty, we hope you find these resources a helpful part of your
reflection before exercising your right to vote tomorrow.

Merry Christmas from Catholic Citizenship News
Dec 22, 2014

Thank you!
2014 was a busy year of advocacy for New Hampshire Catholics. You worked to promote a culture where
all life is respected – from the unborn child to the ill and elderly. You spoke out to increase protection for
victims of human trafficking and to defeat four bills related to assisted suicide. And thanks to your tireless
efforts and recognition that the dignity of the human person belongs to everyone, New Hampshire came
within one vote of repealing its death penalty.
Watch Catholic Citizenship News beginning in January for updates on state and federal bills of interest to
Catholics. And be sure to follow us on Twitter @NHCatholicCitiz to receive additional State House
updates in between.

Join us in 2015
Catholic Day at the State House
Join Bishop Peter A. Libasci and Catholics from across the Granite State for Catholic Day at the State
House on Wednesday, March 18, 2015 to learn how you can make a difference in New Hampshire by
advocating for justice and the common good. We will begin in the morning, and events will take place at
the State House and Holiday Inn in Concord and will include lunch. Additional details and registration
information will follow after the first of the year and will be posted here www.catholicnh.org/CatholicDay
Thank you for all of your efforts in 2014. We wish you a joy-filled Christmas and blessed New Year.

