
Easter Octave 
As Catholics, we tend to be great observers 
of Lent. But Easter? Often we celebrate Easter 
with a bit of a decrease in fervor.

But we should not lose sight of the fact that Lent is a 
preparation for something: the 50-day celebration of 
Easter. It is the Resurrection of Jesus Christ that is the 
center of our faith and the source of the mission which 
God has given to each one of us through baptism. 
Easter is the time in the whole year for us to pay 
special attention to what our baptism into the death 
and resurrection of the Lord Jesus really means.

And so just as we have spent the Season of Lent in 
preparation for Easter, now we are beginning a new 
series through the weeks of Easter which will give us all 
an opportunity to reflect on our mission as the members 
of the Body of Christ, the Church: how all of us – lay or 
ordained – are called to carry out our work as sharers in 
the threefold office of Christ as priest, prophet, and king.

We may not often think of our lives this way, but when we 
were baptized we all became missionaries, called to serve 
the people and places in which we live our lives. Over the 
coming weeks, we will be looking at one aspect of that 
mission: the work we do as Catholics in the public square.

Think 
Reflect on the following sources in light of 
our baptismal call to sanctify the world:

Rom 6:3-11 
1 Peter 2:4-10 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, note 897 
Apostolicam Actuositatem 5

Pray 
Almighty God, thank you for the great gift you give us 
of being your sons and daughters. Open our hearts and 
minds to the graces you pour out constantly, that we may 
continually be renewed to think and act in union with 
your heart and mind. Bless our efforts to become witnesses 
to the Gospel in ways great and small, but especially in 
the ordinary conditions of our day-to-day lives, with 
our families, in our work, and in our communities.

Act 
Over the coming weeks, we will be looking at the mission 
of Catholics in the public square. Has it been a while since 
you brushed up on your understanding of New Hampshire 
government? Make a commitment to spend some time this 
week learning about how state government is organized 
and the legislative process of how a bill becomes a law.

The Resurrection and Mission of the Christian
Week 1: April 21



Second Sunday of Easter: 
Sunday of Divine Mercy

Have you ever observed something that needs to be 
done - a good work that needs to be carried out or an 
injustice that needs to be rectified – and decided that the 
task is better left to someone else? You may have decided, 
with good reason, that someone else was better suited to 
address the need or that your time was needed somewhere 
else. We know all too well that we cannot do everything.

But sometimes our decisions are made because it is easier 
to remain at a distance from the challenge or problem 
before us. It may be easier to not get involved because then 
it does not “cost” us as much. Or perhaps we do not feel up 
to the task and believe someone must be more prepared 
for the challenge.

The truth is that each of us, from the moment of baptism, 
receive a call to both be transformed by the grace of God 
and, in turn, to transform the world through serving our 
brothers and sisters. This is not a responsibility that can be 
left to someone else. Each of us shares it as a member of 
the Body of Christ, the Church. This our responsibility.

As we started reviewing in our reflection last week, one 
aspect of our baptismal call as missionaries is our work as 
Catholics in the public square. This does not mean that 

we must become elected officials (though, of course, that 
might be a possibility!) but it does mean we need to take 
our gifts of reason, free will, and the ability to participate 
in the democratic process seriously. This responsibility 
cannot be delegated to someone else. If each of us, as 
Christians, does not assume this responsibility, who will?

This mission belongs to the entirety of the Church, but 
is especially carried out by the laity. “The initiative of lay 
Christians is necessary especially when the matter involves 
discovering or inventing the means for permeating social, 
political, and economic realities with the demands of 
Christian doctrine and life. This initiative is a normal 
element of the life of the Church” (Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, 899).

Lay people possess a variety of abilities and experiences 
that uniquely situate them to bring the light of the Gospel 
to the places in which they live their lives. This witness to 
the love of God finds expression in countless ways that 
promote and protect the dignity of the human person, 
in all its stages, and works for the common good of 
society. One major avenue for this to be done is through 
engagement with the legislative and broader political 
process.

This task is rooted in baptism. If we do not take this 
seriously, who will? 

The “Who” of the Mission
Week 2: April 28



Think 
Explore the unique call shared by all the baptized to 
transform the world through considering these texts:

Mt 28:16-20  
Gaudium et Spes 43  
Catechism of the Catholic Church, note 899 
Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship

Pray 
Heavenly Father, send the Holy Spirit among us, to bless 
and inspire our every effort to serve you and to bring it 
to completion. Bless us with courage and perseverance to 
respond to your call to stand with and for our brothers 
and sisters in need. Make us aware of our deepest identity 
as your daughters and sons and give us the grace to live 
from that identity at all times and in all places. May we 
recognize each of us as the one sent by you to bring justice 
to our families, our communities, our state, and our world. 
We ask all of this through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Act 
This call to be a leavening agent in the world is a 
responsibility each one of us received as baptized members 
of the Church, but none of us has to do it alone! In fact, 
we need the complementary gifts of other members of 
the Body of Christ. To this end, try to start a conversation 
in your family and parish community about Catholic 

social teaching. Has it been a while since you reviewed 
Church teaching on social issues? Visit the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops summary on Catholic 
social teaching, the resource pages of the Diocese of 
Manchester, and the video and discussion guide series by 
Catholic Relief Services. 

The “Who” of the Mission
Week 2: April 28 (cont’d)



Third Sunday of Easter

As Christians, Jesus is our master, teacher, and Lord. 
Where and how the teacher leads, the students are 
to follow. That is why the example Jesus provides us 
at the Last Supper in John’s Gospel is so powerful 
and impactful. Although he truly is King of Kings, 
Jesus leaves us an example of servant leadership 
in the washing of the feet. To be his follower is 
to be a servant to our brothers and sisters.

“‘Do you realize what I have done for you? You call me 
‘teacher’ and ‘master,’ and rightly so, for indeed I am. 
If I, therefore, the master and teacher, have washed 
your feet, you ought to wash one another’s feet. I 
have given you a model to follow, so that as I have 
done for you, you should also do” (John 13:12-15).

We, the Church, are at the service of humanity. Politics is a 
form of genuine charity because it seeks the common good 
of all. Seen in this light, engagement and participation in 
the political process is one way we are called to “wash the 
feet” of our fellow citizens in service. Seeking the common 
good for all is an expression of our baptismal call to 
transform the world and to protect and promote human 
dignity in working for the common good. This view of 
the role of politics as service can be a countercultural 
inspiration to the common view of politics as power.

Love, and not power, is the reason we, as members 
of the Body of Christ, participate in the political 
process as a service to our brothers and sisters.

Think 
As you consider the reasons why we are called to seek the 
common good through service in the public square, the 
following may be helpful sources for your reflection:

Jn 13:1-15 
Mt 20:20-28 
Gaudium et Spes 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, notes 1905-1910 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, notes 1913-1915

Pray 
Almighty Father, thank you for the gift of freedom and 
the ability to participate in your creation. We beg you to 
purify our hearts so that we might always seek to serve you 
and our brothers and sisters in need, and not ourselves. 
Send forth your Spirit and grant us the grace of fortitude 
to persevere in these efforts whenever obstacles threaten 
to impede your work. May we become true witnesses of 
your love to the whole world in how we carry ourselves. 
We ask all of this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Act 
This week, we reflected on why we are called to participate 
in the political process as part of the Church’s mission 
to transform the world through service: love. If you are 
not as involved in this as you think you ought to be, 
try coming up with a list of why not? What is keeping 
you from a deeper engagement? Once that is down on 
paper, it might be very clear how to address these points 
and to move deeper into the Gospel call to service.

The “Why” of the Mission
Week 3: April 5



Fourth Sunday of Easter

Picture a time when someone has tried to convince you 
to change your mind. Were you approached with yelling, 
waving hands, and heated debate? Or perhaps someone 
connected with you and offered a personal witness or 
another point of view that you had not considered before. 

The call to political engagement as a form of service is 
intimately linked to Christian charity. The Catechism 
teaches, “Charity is the greatest social commandment. 
It respects others and their rights. It requires the 
practice of justice, and it alone makes us capable of it. 
Charity inspires a life of self-giving” (CCC 1888).

This loving engagement in the public square finds 
its most proper form not in condemnations but in 
dialogue and persuasion. No one will be convinced 
of a particular truth if the reason we give is solely an 
appeal to authority or “just because we say so.” Rather, 
beginning with points of commonality and led along the 
course of conversation and dialogue, others may come 
to see and understand another point of view. It is only in 
understanding that any hope of persuasion can take root.

Pope Francis urges that “[i]n a culture which privileges 
dialogue as a form of encounter, it is time to devise a 
means for building consensus and agreement while 
seeking the goal of a just, responsive and inclusive society” 
(Evangelii Gaudium 239). Fundamental to this approach 
is dealing respectfully with all we meet. Mutual respect 
is the setting in which dialogue can take place, even 

more so for us who are called to dialogue as expression 
of our Catholic faith and love of God and neighbor.

Think 
Consider the following documents related 
to dialogue in the public square:

Evangelii Gaudium, notes 238-239 
Gaudium et Spes, note 43  
Dignitatis Humanae, notes 4, 7, and 14 

Pray 
Eternal Father, thank you for our faith and for the 
gift of reason. We ask you to send forth your Spirit 
and to confirm in us the grace of patience, prudence, 
and joy to be effective witnesses to the power of 
the Gospel to others. In conversation, may we 
truly hear the perspectives of others and, from that 
posture of listening, respond accordingly. We ask 
all of this through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Act 
Are you persuaded when you are confronted with 
heated argument or are you more likely to change your 
point of view when you are invited to consider another 
approach? How do you interact with others when you 
are concerned about issues in the public square? Do 
you respond with passion, concerned with “winning” 
the argument? Or could you take time to listen and 
act with charity, engaging in a dialogue? Take some 
time this week to reflect on the way you encounter 
others – your friends, family, legislators, and others.

The “How” of the Mission
Week 4: May 12



Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Sometimes, choices have to be made to sacrifice a short-
term “win” for a long-range victory. This is a lesson we 
learn many times in life and is an important element in 
our relationships with others. Whether at home, at work, 
or out in the world, we are called to read the concrete 
situation before us, to think of the long-term goals we are 
working toward, and to act accordingly in the present. 
This might not mean getting our way in every instance 
but, rather, considers how the present fits into a broader 
future. To use common imagery, we do not want to lose 
the forest for any particular tree we are focusing on.

Think of the Apostles and the mission they received 
from Christ at the Ascension: “Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations. . . .” (Matthew 28:19). Jesus does 
not call them to some nations, or even most nations, but all 
nations. What if they had decided that the message spread 
through a single region was a sufficient success? They 
would have been limiting the work God was preparing to 
do through their cooperation, not against their will but 
with it. Instead, they went out to all corners of the world 
to preach the Gospel and witness to the Resurrection.

A similar principle is at work in the political engagement 
to which our faith calls us. Understanding the broader 
goals of our engagement, to protect and promote the 
dignity of human life in all its stages and to promote 
the common good of all, will help us see how present 
circumstances work toward their achievement. We cannot 
look at our call as a single bill or legislative session. 

Our baptismal call is lifelong and is a commitment 
to follow Jesus Christ and bear witness in all that we 
do, including our witness in the public square.

Prudence is the key virtue necessary in this regard. 
Prudence is the virtue that discerns the proper way to act 
in a given situation, and when and how to do so. Described 
as “the charioteer of the virtues,” prudence is our guide 
in what to do and when to do it. “Prudence shapes and 
informs our ability to deliberate over available alternatives, 
to determine what is most fitting to a specific context, and 
to act decisively” (United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, 19). 

Our faith calls us to be men and women of virtue. 
The virtue of prudence is necessary in every facet of 
our lives, but it is also important in our baptismal 
role of transforming the world from within. The 
call to political engagement, an expression of our 
Christian love for our brothers and sisters, requires 
a constant exercise of prudence in deciding how 
and when to act amidst the numerous issues and 
pieces of legislation given these long-term goals.

Think 
The following texts may be helpful in considering 
the virtue of prudence and political engagement:

Catechism of the Catholic Church, note 1806 
Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship 19-20 
Proverbs 14:15 
Luke 14:28-32

The “When” of the Mission
Week 5: May 19



Pray 
Eternal Father, thank you for our faith and for the 
gift of reason. We ask you to send forth your Spirit 
and to confirm in us the grace of patience, prudence, 
and joy to be effective witnesses to the power of 
the Gospel to others. In conversation, may we 
truly hear the perspectives of others and, from that 
posture of listening, respond accordingly. We ask 
all of this through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Act 
Are you persuaded when you are confronted with 
heated argument or are you more likely to change your 
point of view when you are invited to consider another 
approach? How do you interact with others when you 
are concerned about issues in the public square? Do 
you respond with passion, concerned with “winning” 
the argument? Or could you take time to listen and 
act with charity, engaging in a dialogue? Take some 
time this week to reflect on the way you encounter 
others – your friends, family, legislators, and others.

The “When” of the Mission
Week 5: May 19 (cont’d)



Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Sometimes we can get boxed into a corner during a 
conversation and not know how to get out of it. We 
fumble around for a response and do the best we can, 
often thinking of the perfect thing to say an hour or a 
day too late. Jesus, finding himself in a relatable situation 
when asked whether it was lawful to pay a tax to Caesar, 
responds promptly and profoundly, “Repay to Caesar what 
belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God” (Mark 
12:17). In a brief moment, he answers with more meaning 
than his audience expected and leaves them amazed.

The same answer Jesus gave then applies to us now. 
We are all subjects of both Caesar, standing for 
political authority, and God. Political and religious 
life are distinct and independent from one another 
but both are called to cooperate for the common 
good. Our job is to bring the light of faith to the 
political world so that Caesar rules justly.

Laws are not automatically right or just simply on 
account of the fact that they have been enacted. 
Overwhelming support for a law directly contrary 
to the moral law does not make the law just. Right 
makes might, not the other way around.

Our rights of religious expression are recognized in 
the state and federal constitutions, and therefore, no 
one can tell us that we cannot bring our faith into 
the public square. Our faith enlivens us and frames 
who are as baptized Christians; we can no more 
leave that aside than we can our very identity.

Think 
Spend time reading and reflecting 
on the following passages:

1 Peter 2: 13-17  

Dignitatis Humanae 9 
Evangelii Gaudium 238, 242 
United States Constitution, First Amendment 
New Hampshire Constitution, Part 1 Art. 5-6 

Pray 
Almighty Father, thank you for the many blessings of 
our state and nation. Thank you for the gifts of religious 
liberty and the ability to participate in the political 
process. We ask you to send your Spirit to our brothers 
and sisters in need in countless places throughout the 
world who do not have these liberties, for whom the 
decision between serving God or Caesar can have very 
serious and dangerous consequences. Give us hearts 
that break open to hear the cry of those in need, ears 
that hear their voices, eyes that see the need to act, and 
hands to reach out to work for peace and justice. We 
ask all of this through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Act 
Sometimes we hear that the Church should not be 
involved in political life. Quite the contrary! As we have 
been learning over this Easter series, the obligation to 
teach the moral truths that shape our lives, including 
our political lives, is central to the mission given to the 
Church by Jesus Christ. In addition, the United States 
Constitution protects the right of individual believers 
and religious bodies to participate and speak out without 
government interference, favoritism, or discrimination. 
Our religious faith forms us as individuals and citizens, 
however, and we are called to be the same individuals and 
citizens whether we are engaging in the political process 
or in line at the grocery store. Act in your own social 
networks, whether family, friends, or parish community, 
and begin talking about how our Catholic faith forms us 
and calls us to interact with others in the political sphere.

The Resurrection and Caesar, Then and Now
Week 6: May 26



Seventh Sunday of Easter 
The Catholic worldview sees creation as inherently 
good because it is made so by God. “God looked at 
everything he had made, and found it very good” 
(Genesis 1:31). Though the Fall and its consequence, 
sin and death, wounds creation, creation itself is 
redeemed by Christ. The bodily resurrection of 
Jesus on Easter Sunday is the supreme affirmation 
of God’s judgment that creation is “very good.”

The Resurrection of Christ from the dead inaugurates 
a “new creation.” Saint Paul writes, “So whoever is in 
Christ is a new creation: the old things have passed 
away; behold new things have come” (2 Corinthians 
2:17). We become part of this new creation in baptism. 
While we still belong to the world of the old creation, 
we already are part of the new creation in being 
united to Christ in baptism and the life of grace.

Our baptismal call to be transformed by God and to go out 
and transform the world, a call we have reflected on over 
these past seven weeks in light of the glorious resurrection 
of Christ at Easter, is a sign of hope and witness to the 
rest of the world. The world needs the joy of the Gospel!

Our work in the public square is a sign to the rest 
of society that the Christian life is dedicated to the 
service of creation. It is also a witness that, in the face 
of our throwaway cultural mindset that sees worth in 
accomplishment or money or power, we proclaim the 
infinite dignity of every human person and are working 
toward the common good in the here and now.

Engaging in the political process is an expression 
of Christian love and service to our brothers and 
sisters. As we go forth from the Easter season 
and return to Ordinary Time, may our renewed 

understanding of ourselves as baptized members of 
the Church and our call to bring the spirit of Christ 
to the world, by the grace of God, transform the 
ordinary moments of life and living into extraordinary 
encounters of hope for us and for all we meet.

Think 
Consider the following Scriptural passages 
in light of the spirit of our mission:

1 Genesis – 2 Genesis: 1-3 
2 Corinthians 5:16-21  
Galatians 4: 4-7 

Pray 
Eternal Father, all you make is good because you made 
it, the Source of All Goodness. Thank you for sending 
your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to redeem us from sin 
and death and to inaugurate a new creation with his 
Resurrection. Thank you for giving us a share in the 
victory won by your Son through baptism. Send forth 
your Spirit into each of our hearts that we might be 
confident and courageous witnesses to the gospel in the 
world, and that with patient joy we might engage in the 
public square. We ask all of this through Christ our Lord.

Act 
In the past seven weeks of this series, we have 
reflected on our baptismal call to be transformed 
by God and to work toward transforming society. 
How will this experience serve as a catalyst to action 
in the future? How will you respond to this call? 
With those around you, form an action plan for the 
next several months to Continue the Journey.

The Spirit and the Mission
Week 7: June 2


