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DIOCESE OF MANCHESTER 
 

2026 GUIDELINES FOR HOLY WEEK, TRIDUUM, AND EASTER 
 

FROM THE OFFICE OF DIVINE WORSHIP 

 
These guidelines are for priests, deacons, musicians, sacristans, members of the parish liturgy committee, 

art and environment committee and all involved in liturgy.  Please forward as necessary. 

PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD / Passion Sunday  29 March 2026 

 

• The blessing of Palms may be followed by a procession; if so, one must remember that this is not 

an historical re-enactment of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, but a ritual action that marks OUR entry 

into HOLY WEEK and the celebration of CHRIST’S PASSOVER. 

 

• Three forms of Entrance are offered for the beginning of the Liturgy this day: 

✓ The Procession (omit the Penitential Act) 

✓ The solemn entrance (omit the Penitential Act) 

✓ The simple entrance (retain the Penitential Act) 

 

• The proclaimed Reading of the Passion is essential to the Palm Sunday Liturgy: 

✓ It cannot be omitted. 

✓ It may be proclaimed by using one, two or three readers. 

✓ Lay persons are allowed to proclaim any of the parts (Narrator, Voice, Christ). 

✓ The part of Christ, if possible, should be reserved to a priest. 

 

MONDAY OF HOLY WEEK   30 March 2026 

 

• Confessions are heard in Parishes throughout the Diocese – and in many dioceses – this day for 

extended periods preferably from 11am-1pm and 5pm-7pm. 

 

TUESDAY OF HOLY WEEK   31 March 2026 at 11:00 a.m.  Please note time change! 

 

• THE CHRISM MASS will be celebrated at St. Joseph Cathedral.   

Details are on the Events Calendar - Diocese of Manchester (catholicnh.org). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://events.catholicnh.org/view/2493/chrism-mass
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THE SACRED TRIDUUM 

 
Lent ends with the beginning of the Holy Thursday Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper,  

which is the principal liturgy of the day. 

 

HOLY THURSDAY  2 April 2026 

 

• The TABERNACLE is EMPTY before the Liturgy begins. The Tabernacle door is OPEN. 

 

• Beforehand, in addition to all of the usual items (chalice, purificator, paten with host, pall, 

corporal, wine and water, lavabo dish and towel, etc.) for the celebration of such a solemn Mass on 

such a solemn occasion, there should be prepared: 

 

✓ The place of repose (Repository) where the Blessed Sacrament will remain after the Mass 

of the Lord’s Supper and Procession and the Solemn Service of Good Friday.The 

Repository remains intact and available with the Blessed Sacrament reposed throughout 

Good Friday, for private devotion of the Faithful. (The Roman Missal does not direct the 

dismantling of the Repository, but says only that there is no formal adoration after midnight 

on Holy Thursday.) 
 

✓ The Blessed Sacrament will be carried (without solemn procession) from the Repository to 

the altar at the proper time during the Good Friday Service of the Passion. 
 

✓ The Blessed Oils in appropriate containers (not the little bottles used only for distribution 

from the Chrism Mass), if they are to be presented or displayed. 
 

✓ Enough hosts for Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper and Holy Communion at the 

Good Friday Solemn Service. 
 

✓ A Ciborium that will be large enough for the number of Consecrated Hosts to be reserved, 

yet sized to fit the Repository Tabernacle.  
 

✓ Chalices and purificators (if the Precious Blood is to be partaken of by the faithful). 
 

✓ Bells which are to be rung during the Glory to God. 
 

✓ If there will be a carrying out of The Mandatum (Washing of the Feet), then the appropriate 

number of chairs to accommodate the twelve participants, a basin, pitcher(s) of warmed 

water and sufficient towels.  
 

✓ Processional Cross, two candles, thurible with charcoal, and incense. 
 

✓ Humeral Veil for carrying the Most Blessed Sacrament in procession. 
 

✓ A canopy or umbrelino, though rare in the U.S., may be used. 
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• Following the prayer after communion 

✓ The Eucharist is transferred to the place of reposition. 

✓ The place of reposition should be simply decorated.  

✓ Under no circumstances is the Blessed Sacrament to be exposed in a monstrance. 

✓ It is not permitted to reserve the Precious Blood for adoration on Holy Thursday and for 

distribution on Good Friday.  (Norms #30). 

✓ After midnight the adoration should take place without solemnity but the chapel of 

reposition may be open for prayer until the celebration of the Good Friday Service. 

 

GOOD FRIDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD  3 April 2026 

 

• The principal celebration of this day should take place at about three o’clock in the afternoon. 

• The priest wearing Mass vestments (red stole and chasuble) is the celebrant for this liturgy. 

• Before the Showing of the Cross, the Holy Land Collection is to be taken up. 

• During the Adoration of the Cross, only one cross should be used, unless the number of people is 

too great. 

• First Form of showing the Cross: 

✓ The deacon or another suitable minister goes to the sacristy and obtains the veiled Cross. 

✓ Two ministers with lighted candles accompany the cross and minister to the center of the 

sanctuary. 

✓ The priest accepts the Cross and standing before the altar and facing the people, uncovers 

the upper part of the Cross, the right arm and then the entire Cross.  Each time he sings 

“Behold the wood of the Cross, on which hung the salvation of the world”. 

✓ At the end of the singing, all kneel and for a brief moment adore in silence, while the priest 

stands and holds the Cross raised. 

• Second Form of showing the Cross: 

✓ The priest or deacon accompanied with ministers goes to the door of the church, where he 

receives the unveiled Cross. 

✓ Near the door, in the middle of the church and before the entrance of the sanctuary, two 

ministers with lighted candles accompany the Cross and minister as he elevates and sings, 

“Behold the wood of the Cross…” 

✓ At the end of the singing, all kneel and for a brief moment adore in silence, while the Cross 

is raised by the minister. 

• Adoration of the Holy Cross 

✓ While the Cross is being adored by the faithful it may be held by a minister or placed on a 

simply decorated table. 

✓ Candles are placed on both sides of the Cross. 

• Holy Communion 

✓ With a humeral veil the deacon or priest brings the ciborium to the altar from the place of 

reposition by a shorter route than taken on Holy Thursday. 

✓ After Communion either the deacon or priest takes the ciborium to a place prepared outside 

the church, or, if circumstances require, may place it in the tabernacle. 

✓ After saying “Let us pray” there is to be some period of sacred silence before the prayer 

after Communion. 

✓ After the prayer after Communion all depart after genuflecting toward the Cross and depart 

in silence. 
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✓ The altar is stripped after the celebration, but the Cross remains on the altar with two or 

four candlesticks. 

 

HOLY SATURDAY | THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER  4 April 2026 

 

• Referring to the rubrics for Holy Saturday found in the Roman Missal will be helpful to those 

involved in the preparation of this “mother of all Vigils”. 

 

• The Easter Vigil should begin at a time that allows for a new fire to break the darkness of night.  

The entire celebration of this Vigil should take place at night, that is, it should begin after nightfall 

and end before the dawn of Sunday (Universal Norms, #21).  This rule is to be taken according to 

its strictest sense.  The Easter Vigil is not to be celebrated at the time of day that it is customary to 

celebrate anticipated Sunday Masses.  In the Diocese of Manchester the Easter Vigil should not 

begin before 7:15 pm. 

 

• The Service of Light 

✓ In a suitable and safe place outside the church a “blazing fire” is to be prepared. In case of 

inclement weather a smaller alcohol fire may be prepared in the church. 

✓ After the blessing of the fire, the Paschal Candle is then prepared according to the Rites in 

the Roman Missal. 

✓ After the Rites, the priest lights the candle from the fire and says: “May the light of Christ 

rising in glory dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds”. 

✓ All should be holding unlit candles. 

✓ The proclamation “The Light of Christ” is sung at the door of the church (after which the 

priest lights his candle), in the middle of the church (after which all light their candles), and 

before the altar, facing the people. 

✓ Following the third “The Light of Christ” the electric lights are lit throughout the 

church. 

✓ The Exultet should be sung by one who can do so with grace and beauty. 

 

• The Liturgy of the Word 

✓ Nine readings are assigned to the Easter Vigil:  seven from the Old Testament, two from 

the New Testament.  Although it is preferable for all readings and their corresponding 

psalms to be proclaimed, the number of readings may be reduced if only absolutely 

necessary.  Such a decision should not be taken lightly.  At least three Old Testament 

readings must be read, including reading number three from Exodus. 

✓ After the last reading from the Old Testament with its Responsorial Psalm and its prayer, 

the altar candles are lit and the Gloria is sung, while the bells are rung. 

✓ After the Epistle has been read, all rise, and the priest intones the solemn Alleluia three 

times. 
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• The Baptismal Liturgy 

✓ For this part of the Vigil refer to the Roman Missal and the Order of Christian Initiation of 

Adults (OCIA). 

✓ The priest is the minister who baptizes the adults and the children. 

✓ Adults and children of catechetical age being baptized or brought into Full Communion 

during the Vigil are to be confirmed by the presiding priest. 

❖ Adults who have already received Baptism and Eucharist in the Catholic Church are 

to be Confirmed by the Bishop at a parish Confirmation Ceremony or at the Spring 

or Fall Adult Confirmation. 

❖ The Spring Adult Confirmation is Sunday, 19 April 2026 at 2 pm at St. Joseph 

Cathedral.  Registration information will be forthcoming. 

✓ “During the Easter Vigil, the three Sacraments of Initiation – Baptism, Confirmation, and 

the Eucharist – are ordinarily celebrated.  The assembly should join in singing responses 

and acclamations during the Litany of the Saints, the acclamations for and at the conclusion 

of the blessing prayer over the baptismal water, and the acclamations following each 

Baptism.  There may be a song between the celebration of Baptism and Confirmation, 

especially if the neophytes need to change into dry clothing or if there is a procession from 

the font to the sanctuary.  A song may also be sung during Confirmation as the neophytes 

are anointed with chrism, especially if a large number of persons are being confirmed.” 

(Sing to the Lord, #206) 

 

• The Liturgy of the Eucharist 

✓ The Missal provides a solemn blessing to conclude the liturgy. 

 

EASTER SUNDAY AND THE EASTER SEASON   5 April 2026 

 

• The first eight days of the Easter Season make up the Octave of Easter and are celebrated as 

solemnities of the Lord. 

✓ The Paschal Candle is lit for liturgies during the Octave of Easter and on all solemn 

liturgical celebrations in the Easter Season.  

✓ At all Masses on Easter Sunday, the prescribed sequence – Victimae Paschali Laudes 

(Christians, Praise the Paschal Victim) – is sung after the second reading and before the 

Gospel Acclamation.  It may be sung by all together, or in alternation between the 

congregation and choir and cantor, or by the choir or cantor alone.  If the chant setting is 

used, it may be sung in Latin or English or another setting may be sung provided that it is 

found in an approved collection (Sing to the Lord, #165-166).  If sung by the cantor alone, 

it is ideally sung from the Ambo, although another suitable place may be used. 

✓ At all Masses on Easter Sunday the Renewal of Baptismal Promises and its accompanying 

Sprinkling Rite may replace the Creed and Penitential Rite. 

✓ During the Easter Season the Sprinkling Rite may replace the more usual Penitential Rite. 

✓ The double Alleluia is sung throughout the Easter Octave, but NEVER sung BEYOND the 

LAST MASS of the SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 

✓ The double Alleluia is then added to the sung dismissal on Pentecost Sunday. 
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A “note” about the use of the Sequence 
 

The sequence is a type of hymn which is sung before the Alleluia on certain select feasts.  There are 

four days in the liturgical year that have a sequence:  Easter Sunday (Victimae Paschali Laudes), 

Pentecost (Veni, Sancte Spiritus), Corpus Christi (Lauda Sion Salvatorem) and Our Lady of Sorrows 

[15 September] (Stabat mater Dolorosa).  On Easter Sunday and Pentecost, it must be sung, whereas on 

Corpus Christi and Our Lady of Sorrows, the sequence is optional. (GIRM, #64) 

 

WEDDING MASSES 
 

Ritual Masses for the Celebration of Marriage may not take place on Ash Wednesday, on Sundays of 

Lent, during Holy Week, during the Paschal Triduum, or on Sundays of Easter.  “The celebration of 

Marriage on Friday of the Passion of the Lord and on Holy Saturday is to be avoided altogether.”  

Marriages may take place at other times during Lent according to the proper liturgical norms and 

provisions (it is important to be mindful that should the Ritual Mass for the Celebration of Marriage be 

used, the use of the Gloria is prescribed even during the season of Lent).  It is contrary to the penitential 

spirit of the season to have overly elaborate weddings or lavish receptions.  Those who need to have 

marriages convalidated before the Easter Vigil should do so prior to Holy Week, not on Holy Saturday or 

during the Great Vigil of Easter. 

 

FUNERAL MASSES 

 

Funeral Masses are not to be celebrated on Holy Thursday, Good Friday, or Holy Saturday, nor on the 

Sundays of Lent.  When pastoral considerations necessitate that a funeral be celebrated on these days, the 

Liturgy of the Word with the Final Commendation and Farewell may be conducted.   

 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

• Spring Adult Confirmation:  Sunday 19 April 2026, 2:00 p.m. 

• Fourth Sunday of Easter:  26 April 2026 

✓ World Day of Prayer for Vocations is celebrated this day. Prayers for vocations to the 

priesthood and consecrated life should be inserted into the General Intercessions at 

Mass. 

• Ascension Thursday:  14 May 2026 

• Pentecost Sunday:  24 May 2026 

✓ Sequence is sung or recited 

✓ Double Alleluia is used at the dismissal. 

• Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity:  31 May 2026 

• Ordination to the Order of Presbyter:  Saturday, 6 June 2026, 10:00 a.m. 

• The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi):  7 June 2026 

✓ Use of the sequence is optional. 

• Diocesan Wedding Anniversary Liturgy, 7 June 2026, 2:00 p.m. 

• Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus:  Friday, 12 June 2026 

• World Day of Prayer for the Sanctification of Priests:  Friday, 12 June 2026 
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ADDENDUM: 

 

VARIOUS LITURGICAL CHANTS  

FOR PALM SUNDAY  

AND THE PASCHAL TRIDUUM 
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NOTE:  This addendum is not intended to be an exhaustive compilation of the various liturgical chants for Palm 

Sunday, Holy Week, and the Paschal Triduum.  Please refer to the Roman Missal for the complete chant options. 

 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

 

The Commemoration of the Lord’s Entrance into Jerusalem: 

 

Hosanna filio David 

 
 

English setting: 
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To begin the Palm Sunday Procession, an invitation may be given by a Priest or a Deacon or a lay 

minister, in these or similar words:

 
Good Friday 

 

Solemn Intercessions:  

11.  The Liturgy of the Word concludes with the Solemn Intercessions, which take place in this way:  the 

Deacon, if a Deacon is present, or if he is not, a lay minister, stands at the ambo, and sings or says the 

invitation in which the intention is expressed.  Then all pray in silence for a while, and afterwards the 

Priest, standing at the chair or, if appropriate, at the altar, with hands extended, sings or says the prayer.  

The faithful may remain either kneeling or standing throughout the entire period of the prayers. 

 

12. Before the Priest’s prayer, in accord with tradition, it is permissible to use the Deacon’s invitations Let 

us kneel – Let us stand, with all kneeling for silent prayer. 

 

  
 

Please refer to the Roman Missal for the Solemn Intercessions. 
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The Adoration and the Showing of the Holy Cross: 
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The Easter Vigil in the Holy Night 

 

Part I:  The Solemn Beginning of the Vigil or Lucernarium 
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34. After the Epistle has been read, all rise, then the Priest solemnly intones the Alleluia three times, 

raising his voice by a step each time, with all repeating it.  If necessary, the psalmist intones the Alleluia. 

Then the psalmist or cantor proclaims Psalm 118 (117) with the people responding Alleluia. 

 

Please refer to the Roman Missal for the chants during the Third Part of the Easter Vigil:  the Baptismal 

Liturgy. 

 

68. Solemn Blessing 

 

69.  To dismiss the people the Deacon or, if there is no Deacon, the Priest himself sings or says: 

 
Or 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This practice is observed throughout the Octave of Easter. 

 

70. The paschal candle is lit in all the more solemn liturgical celebrations of this period. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

Diocese of Manchester Office of Divine Worship | Guidelines for Easter 2026 19 

 

Easter Sunday and Pentecost Sunday 

 

A “note” about the use of the Sequence 
 

The sequence is a type of hymn which is sung before the Alleluia on certain select feasts.  There are 

four days in the liturgical year that have a sequence:  Easter Sunday (Victimae Paschali Laudes), 

Pentecost (Veni, Sancte Spiritus), Corpus Christi (Lauda Sion Salvatorem) and Our Lady of Sorrows 

[15 September] (Stabat mater Dolorosa).  On Easter Sunday and Pentecost, it must be sung, whereas on 

Corpus Christi and Our Lady of Sorrows, the sequence is optional. (GIRM, #64)  Should musicians 

need assistance in finding proper musical settings, please contact Dr. Eric Bermani at 

EBermani@stjosephcathedralnh.org. 

 

Solemn Blessing and Dismissal (see Easter Vigil, page 18) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:EBermani@stjosephcathedralnh.org
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Singing the Exultet:  Recommended Resources 

 

The Exultet is widely thought of as one of the most beautiful prayers in the life of the Church, as well as one of the 

most challenging for the cantor or deacon to proclaim.  If your parish has an able deacon, the singing for the Service 

of the Light and the Exultet will be his responsibility; otherwise a cantor takes these roles.  While there are 

numerous settings of this prayer available, many musicians consider the unadorned chant as found in the Roman 

Missal to be the essential Exultet setting.  J. Michael Thompson has created a setting for choir and two cantors with 

text and melody of the original chant intact but adorned with choral background pedal tones or organum (WLP 

005716).  Although challenging, this setting is an excellent example of how to create musical interest and 

embellishment without sacrificing the primacy of the text or integrity of the chanted melody.  It’s worth a look. 

 

Exultet Scores: 

Roman Missal 

 

Exsultet:  Easter Proclamation (Transcribed from the Vatican Edition) 

 Robert J. Batastini, ed., GIA Publications, Chicago, IL 

 

http://www.saintmeinradmusic.org/downloads/Exultet.pdf (Columba Kelly, ed.) 

 English with modern notation 

 

http://www.newliturgicalmovement.org/2009/03/exultet-download.html 

 English with modern notation 

 English with Neumes 

 Latin with Neumes 

 

Helping your Deacon or Priest Learn the Exsultet (Richard Clark) 

https://www.ccwatershed.org/2015/02/27/helping-your-deacon-or-priest-learn-exsultet/ 

 

Practice Recording (Fr. Jonathan Gaspar): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZVwuc_CNswY  

 

Method for Chanting: 

Chanting on Our Behalf:  A Pastoral Guide to Presidential chanting and Musical Leadership 

 Ricky Manalo, CSP, Pastoral Press, Portland, OR 

 Textbook with accompanying CD. 

 

Miscellaneous: 

Chants for the Readings of Christmas, Easter Triduum and Pentecost [G-2114] 

 Arranged and edited by Joseph T. Kusch, GIA Publications, Chicago, IL 

 

Chants of the Roman Missal, Liturgical Press, Collegeville, MN, 2011. 

 

Book of Sung Gospels Set to an Ancient Gospel Tone [3012-3] 

 Arranged and edited by Gary D. Penkala, www.canticanova.com 

 

Online Tutorial for Singing the Readings at Mass by Adam Thome 

 http://www.newliturgicalmovement.org/2008/12/tutorial-on-sung-english-readings.html 

 

NPM.ORG  -- https://npm.org/formation/chants-of-the-roman-missal/ 

 
ICEL:  https://icelweb.org/musicfolder/openmusic.html 

 

http://www.saintmeinradmusic.org/downloads/Exultet.pdf
http://www.newliturgicalmovement.org/2009/03/exultet-download.html
https://www.ccwatershed.org/2015/02/27/helping-your-deacon-or-priest-learn-exsultet/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZVwuc_CNswY
http://www.canticanova.com/
http://www.newliturgicalmovement.org/2008/12/tutorial-on-sung-english-readings.html
https://npm.org/formation/chants-of-the-roman-missal/
https://icelweb.org/musicfolder/openmusic.html
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Some Comments on Singing the Exultet 

Eric J. Bermani, DMin. 

                     

The Easter Proclamation, most commonly referred to as the Exultet, “tells by means of a great poetic text the whole 

Easter mystery” (CDW, Circular Letter Concerning the Preparation and Celebration of Easter Feasts, 16 January 

1988) and holds an important place within our tradition.  Ideally, it is to be sung by the deacon at the solemn 

beginning of the Easter Vigil.  However, a priest or cantor may also sing the Exultet if a deacon is not available or 

simply unable to chant it well.  The music for it is not especially difficult.  Still, it is a long piece and presents some 

problems for the average singer. 

 

In preparing to sing the Exultet, it is important first to look at the structure.  Before one begins to tackle the notes, 

read through the text to get a feel for natural accents of the words and for the meaning of the text.  The singer must 

familiarize the text and should read the text out loud as proclamation.  This will provide important clues for singing.  

Also, study the text so that you are clear about its smaller units and their relationship to the whole.  It is interesting 

to note that the text of the Exultet contained in the RMIII differs slightly from the 1970 and 1985 editions of the 

Sacramentary.  Returning in this setting is the sentence telling of the work of the bees that had been omitted in the 

1985 text.  The most marked difference occurs in the final part, with three changes.  Two of the added parts are 

about the bees and another part, earlier in the text, has been moved down to the end section from its previous 

location in the 1970 and 1985 Sacramentary.  

 

The music is basically the repetition of two tones and can be thought of as similar to that of a Preface of the 

Eucharistic Prayer.  A main difference, though, is that the Exultet has five sections:  It moves from an elaborate 

introduction (I) to a greeting (II), to the “this is the night” section (III), to the petition to “accept this candle,” (IV) 

and, finally, the conclusion beginning with “Therefore, O Lord, we pray you. . .” (V).  The structure is similar to the 

poetic sequences in the Lectionary used on Easter Sunday, Pentecost Sunday, Corpus Christi, and Our Lady of 

Sorrows.   

 

Because the Exultet is such a great proclamation, people want to sing it LOUD.  Such a strategy is not easily 

sustainable, and even if it is sustained, the proclamation begins to sound all the same.  It should be sung 

unaccompanied and there should be some variety of tempo and dynamics which reflect the sense of the text.  The 

changes from fast to slow, from loud to soft will help to hold people’s attention because it will help them to 

understand and appreciate the meaning of the text.  Its proclamation requires confident singing and deserves much 

devoted practice. 

 

Certainly, the opening lines should be strong.  Be careful that you do not fall into the trap of singing too slowly.  

Sometimes when people try to sing loud, they also sing very slowly and ponderously.  Use pauses to help the hearer 

identify the units of meaning.  Often what seems like a long pause to the singer is much too short.  These pauses 

also give you a chance to catch your breath.  The last unit of this opening section is a personal plea by the singer to 

the assembly:  “My dearest friends. . .”  This should be sung more quietly and more personally in the beginning and 

build toward the final phrase. 

 

After a good pause, the Preface interchange begins.  The second part opens with a telling of the story.  It is 

straightforward and matter-of-fact.  The singer should convey a sense of confidence.  There follows a series of 

statements beginning with “This is the night.”  Figure out ways to vary these statements slightly while preserving 

the sense of repetition and emphasis. 
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Beginning with the statement of “O wonder of your humble care for us!,” the proclamation becomes reflective and 

then speaks intimately to the Father.  This section can be very soft and lyrical. 

 

“O Happy Fault” is arguably the most famous phrase from the Exultet.  Pause before beginning this section to get 

people’s attention.  Sing the phrase slowly so that people can absorb it.  Then pick up the temp slightly for the 

elaboration. 

 

“This is the night of which it is written” begins another description.  Again, the matter-of-fact and confident tone is 

appropriate.  This climaxes with the line “O truly blessed night. . .”  It should sound like a climax. 

 

After another good pause, the final section opens with “Therefore. . .” and builds to the climax “May this flame be 

found still burning by the Morning Star. . .”  The section should open moderately strong.  From there to the end, the 

proclamation should reach its strongest and most emphatic expression. 

 

It is important to pace yourself during the earlier sections so that you have the reserve to bring emphasis to this last 

section.  Part of the trick is knowing the text well.  If you have truly understood the various pieces of the 

proclamation and how they fit together, it will not seem like a great mush to be gotten through.  Each part will make 

sense.  The pauses, which are so important for the assembly, are also the time for the singer to rest and renew the air 

supply.  If you are out of breath by the end, you have sung the proclamation too quickly.  If you pace yourself, you 

will be fresh and able to make the climax a true climax.   

 

During your practice time, find a good pitch in the middle range of your voice.  It would be a good idea to ask your 

parish music director to help you learn to sing this proclamation (or look for Diocesan workshops focused on the 

Exultet!       ).  Many directors will be glad to assist you in practicing it.  They can also help you find a comfortable 

range, which may not be the pitch that is written in RMIII.  Whatever key you decide to use, write it into the book so 

that next year when you begin to practice you know what key to do it in!  Since it is in five parts, it may be wise to 

learn one section a week beginning the week before Ash Wednesday.  This scenario would mean that by the time 

the Easter Vigil arrives, the Exultet will be learned well and polished nicely.  Typically, it takes several years before 

a person becomes comfortable, so give yourself time, maintain patience and keep on practicing throughout the year.  

Yes, it takes time to learn but it truly can be a spiritually memorable moment for our assemblies to experience and 

cherish each year at the Easter Vigil of the Holy Night. 
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EXULTING THE EXULTET 

Paul Turner 

 

As a rock climber lifts eyes to a cliff, as a hiker beholds the Grand Canyon, as a shoreside sailor gazes at the open 

sea, so stares the cantor at the exultet--with fear, excitement, self-doubt, and determination. 

 

In the history of music for Mass, no song was more important, no chant more beautifully crafted, no moment so 

significant as the exultet on the Easter Vigil. Today we may execute it in different ways, but the exultet remains one 

of the trickiest moments of the entire Paschal Triduum. The one who sings it accepts the noblest of tasks, an honor 

for the singer whose faith, skill, and spirituality can only burst forth in this great song of Easter joy. 

 

To behold its challenge, open the sacramentary. You'll find text and music under "Easter Sunday During the Night: 

The Easter Vigil, Part One: the Service of Light." After the new fire is blessed, after the towering new Easter candle 

has been set ablaze, after the assembly have lit their tapers and processed into the church, the exultet, or "Easter 

Proclamation," begins. 

 

At first glance . . . 

 

At first, it looks straightforward. Key of C. What could be so hard about this? Then you turn the page. And turn it 

again. And again. Seven pages of notes with shifting rhythmic patterns. Parts in parentheses are marked "short 

form;" they begin to entice. At the end, the editors present the text again, this time without notes, cueing one of the 

most distasteful options in the modern liturgy. You can recite the whole thing. 

 

No, that won't do. The text is too important, the event too special. The exultet deserves to be sung, and sung well. 

 

A proclamation of joy and salvation 

 

The exultet has roots in the first centuries of Christianity. In form, it is a "thanksgiving," a cousin to the eucharistic 

prayer. It recalls the greatness of God, includes a dialogue with the assembly like the introduction to a preface, and 

concludes with an offering--an offering of the candle to God. 

 

The text expresses the meaning of Easter. It invites heaven, earth, and the church to rejoice ("exultet") in this feast. 

It recalls Israel's exodus, then it proclaims a new "exodus". New Christians cross through water from slavery to 

freedom, and all the church shares in the rising of Christ. Easter is the most blessed of nights, the night of Passover, 

baptism, resurrection, and redemption. In joy we offer God our Easter candle, a pillar of fire, mingling with the 

lights of heaven, a candle which will meet Christ, the Morning Star, whose resurrection forever dispels darkness. 

 

The exultet is a whopper of a proclamation, and the early church wrapped it in a cloak of melodious chant, then 

entrusted it to the deacon, whose ministry added to its dignity. Communities blessed with a gifted deacon 

experienced a powerful beginning to the Easter feast: a rich proclamation of salvation, sung in gorgeous chant by a 

minister ordained for proclaming the gospel. 

 

Changes bring new challenges 

 

Now, of course, things are different. The Mass is in vernacular languages. Music includes forms more harmonious 

with the culture and climate of the worshipping community. A deacon or priest still may sing the exultet, but so may 

a cantor. Also, the assembly may now sing acclamations throughout the proclamation. We've lost a rich tradition in 

which, from one generation to the next, every Easter Vigil of the entire Roman Catholic Church opened with the 

same piece of music. But we've gained an opportunity to sing it in a language that may be readily understood, in a 

style which may engage the listener, and with acclamations to enhance its power. Pitfalls lie everywhere. The 

exultet offers blessings, but it also poses problems. For example, many people have experienced the exultet as long 

and boring, a terrible way to begin the most significant liturgy of the year. Indeed, the text is ponderous, hard to 
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understand, not especially poetic in English, and dependent on a skilled soloist. The Easter Vigil is long, and if it 

starts dull, the whole experience will feel like three days in a tomb. 

 

There are logistical problems. Before the vigil, the ministers of the church are often disarrayed--choirs rehearsing, 

catechumens missing, servers wondering, and a celebrant glad that Easter comes once a year. If you start on time, 

consider yourselves blessed. Frequently the liturgy begins late, the fire won't ignite, the procession moves aimlessly, 

the deacon and cantor flub their cues, and when the exultet finally begins, the singer discovers it's too dark to see 

the thing. In fact, the rubrics say the lights of the church should come on before the exultet, but many communities 

hold the electrical switches until after, so that the natural light of the Easter fire illumines the church while its 

meaning is proclained. It's a beautiful symbol, but it will fluster an ill-prepared cantor. 

Strategy for success 

 

There is much a cantor can do to give the exultet its due. Be prepared for the logistical problems. Find out where the 

Easter candle will be, where you will stand, where to place your music, and if you'll have enough light. Hold your 

taper, get assistants to help with theirs, and, if it's absolutely necessary, go ahead and use a flashlight. 

 

Know the music well. If you're singing the sacramentary' version, sing confidently and keep the tempo up. Do not 

emphasize every note. Think of the beat every two to three notes, depending on the natural rhythm of the English 

words. Try it with two eighth notes equalling about seventy-two on the metronome, the pulse of a healthy human 

heart. Keep a smile on your face. Sing as if you're announcing a birth in your family. 

 

Above all, remember the purpose of this proclamation. Pray over the text so you understand it. It will mean more to 

you if you have accompanied a catechumen toward baptism. It will mean more if your community has kept a good 

Lent. It will mean more if you have spent six weeks in sorrow for your sins, with conviction in the redeeming power 

of Christ. Then when you open your mouth on Easter, you'll have something to sing about. 

 

 
❖ LITURGICAL QUESTIONS MAY BE DIRECTED TO THE OFFICE FOR WORSHIP, 603-622-6404, X17 

 


