Asociacion (atdlica

del Ministerio Hispano
Regién 1-USCCB

Asociacién Catdlica de Directores del Ministerio Hispano

, Region 1-USCCB

de Directores

March 13, 2026

Yesterday, Thursday, March 12, the Association of Diocesan Directors of Hispanic
Ministry of Region 1 of the USCCB held its Annual Lenten Retreat, under the theme

“That All May Be One.”

The day unfolded in an atmosphere of immense joy, learning, and deep spiritual reflection,
joined by Deacon Ramon Andrade, Director of Hispanic Ministry for the Diocese of
Manchester; Wendy Guerrero, President of the Association; and the Directors of the Dioceses
of Bridgeport, Norwich, Portland, Providence, as well as the Archdiocese of Boston.

The event brought together more than 250 Pastoral Leaders, as well as leaders of movements
and ministries from across the region. Each participant offered something unique and essential,
contributing to a day that was both profoundly meaningful and spiritually enriching for all the
communities represented.

We offer very special thanks to Bishop James Ruggieri, affectionately known as our
Ecclesiastical Engine. His loving driven impulse filled with tenderness and pastoral strength—
has been an invaluable guide. With the true love of a shepherd, he has accompanied, inspired,
and led us, making such an unforgettable day possible.

We also extend our sincere gratitude to Bishop Bruce Lewandowski of Providence, for “Being
and Being Present” in the midst of his people, and for delivering a homily that was beautiful,
heartfelt, and deeply moving to the conscience of all present. Likewise, we express our gratitude
to Bishop Robert McManus, for generously opening the doors of the Diocese of Worcester,
allowing this significant gathering to take place.
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Ayer, jueves 12 de marzo, la Asociacion de Directores Diocesanos del Ministerio Hispano de
la Region 1 de la USCCB llevé a cabo su Retiro Anual de Cuaresma, bajo el lema

“Que Todos Sean Uno.”

La jornada se desarrollé en un ambiente de inmenso gozo, aprendizaje y profundo recogimiento
espiritual, acompafiados por el Didcono Ramén Andrade, Director del Ministerio Hispano de la
Didcesis de Manchester; Wendy Guerrero, Presidenta de la Asociacion; y los Directores de las
Diocesis de Bridgeport, Norwich, Portland, Providence, asi como de la Arquidiocesis de Boston.

El evento reuni6 a mas de 250 Lideres Pastorales, asi como lideres de movimientos y
ministerios provenientes de toda la region. Cada uno de ellos aport6 algo tinico y esencial para
que este encuentro se convirtiera en una experiencia profundamente significativa y
espiritualmente enriquecedora para las comunidades representadas.

Queremos expresar un agradecimiento muy especial a Mons. James Ruggieri, a quien
carifiosamente llamamos nuestro Motor Eclesidstico. Su empuje lleno de ternura y firmeza
pastoral ha sido una guia invaluable para todos. Con el amor propio de un verdadero pastor, nos
ha acompafiado, motivado y conducido para hacer posible este dia tan inolvidable.

Asimismo, extendemos un sincero agradecimiento a Mons. Bruce Lewandowski, de
Providence, por “Ser y Estar” en medio de su pueblo y por ofrecernos una homilia tan hermosa,
directa al corazon y a la conciencia de todos los presentes. Del mismo modo, expresamos nuestra
gratitud a Mons. Robert McManus, por abrir generosamente las puertas de la Diocesis de
Worcester, permitiendo asi que este significativo encuentro pudiera llevarse a cabo.
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