With so much knowledge at
our fingertips, why are we so
confused about how to live?

. Dear Father Francis, we currently have access to

« more information than any generation in history.
With just a few taps on a phone or clicks of a mouse, we
can learn almost anything we want to know. Why, then,
does our world still seem so confused about how to live?

A: Dear Friends, we live in
an extraordinary technological
age. Never has so much
information been so readily
available to so many people.

In just a matter of seconds,
we can settle a debate, learn a
new skill, translate a foreign
language, research a medical
condition or listen to lectures
from some of the world’s
greatest scholars.

Yet despite all that
knowledge, many would agree
that we still struggle with the

questions that matter most, like:

e How doIknow ifI
am making the right
decision?

e How do I forgive
someone who has
deeply hurt me?

e How do I raise my
children with integrity
and faith?

e How do I find peace
amid anxiety?

e How do I know what
God is asking of me?

These are not questions that
a search engine can answer
because they require something
more than information. They
require wisdom.

Technology itself is actually
not the problem. It is one of the
great gifts of our age.

At the same time, every gift
brings new challenges. The
very technologies that make
information so accessible can
also shape the way we think.

We become accustomed to
immediate answers, instant
opinions and rapid reactions.
We begin to expect that every
question has a quick solution
and that every problem can be
resolved with enough data.

Before long, we mistake
speed for understanding and
information for wisdom.

WISDOM VERSUS FACTS

One of the unexpected
blessings of serving in campus
ministry is that my students
rarely come to my office
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seeking more information.
Most have already done their
homework (most of the time).

They have searched the
internet, talked with friends,
watched videos and read
articles. They know their
options.

Yet they still come.

Rarely does someone
sit down in my office and
ask where to find more
information. Instead, they ask
questions that reveal a much
deeper longing.

Should I accept this job or
pursue another opportunity?
Is this relationship helping
me become the person God
is calling me to be? How do
I care for a parent whose
health is declining? How do I
know whether I am following
God’s will or simply
following my own desires?

Sometimes the questions are
spoken. Often, they are carried
silently in tears, uncertainty
or fear.

These conversations
have taught me something
important. Information can
tell us what our options are.
Wisdom helps us recognize
which path leads toward God.

The Scriptures have long
understood this distinction.

The Book of Proverbs tells
us, “The fear of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom.”

At first glance, that verse
can sound unsettling. Why
should fear be the beginning of
wisdom?

In the Bible, however, the
fear of the Lord is not terror. It
is reverence. It is awe. It is the
humble recognition that God is
God and we are not.

Wisdom begins when we
stop believing that we are
the measure of all things and
instead allow ourselves to see
the world through God’s eyes.

That is very different from
simply accumulating facts.

Facts are important because
knowledge is a gift. Education

is one of God’s blessings.

But information alone
cannot tell us what is good,
what is beautiful, what is
worth sacrificing for or what
ultimately leads to happiness.

Those questions require a
heart that has been formed, not
merely a mind that has been
informed.

DISCIPLESHIP MEANS
BEING A LEARNER

That brings us to Jesus.
Throughout the Gospels,
Jesus is frequently addressed
as “Rabbi,” a word that means

“Teacher.”

We often think of Jesus
primarily as Savior, Lord or
Shepherd, and rightly so. Yet
one of the most common ways
people encountered Him was as
ateacher.

His disciples were exactly
that — disciples. The word
itself means “learner.”

Being a Christian is not
simply about accepting a set
of beliefs. It is to become a
lifelong student of Christ.

We spend our lives learning
not only what He taught, but
how He lived.

He invited His disciples to
walk beside Him, to observe
His compassion, to watch Him
pray, to accompany Him in
moments of joy and sorrow.

He asked questions that
invited reflection rather than
simply supplying answers. He
told parables that lingered in
the hearts of His listeners long
after the conversation had
ended.

Even His miracles were
moments of instruction,
revealing not only His power
but the heart of His Father.

Jesus was not only
transferring information. He
was forming people, and that
remains His method today.

Important as they are, the
Christian life is not primarily
about mastering religious



information or memorizing
doctrines. It is about allowing
Christ to shape our desires,
judgments, relationships and
character.

WE REMAIN STUDENTS

We learn wisdom not simply
by studying His words, but by
remaining close enough to Him
that His way of seeing the world
gradually becomes our own.

The more I reflect on our
modern world, the more I
become convinced that our
greatest challenge is not a lack
of information but instead
the temptation to mistake
information for wisdom.

Knowledge tells us what
we can do. Wisdom helps us
discern whether we should do
it. Knowledge gives us power.
Wisdom teaches us how to
use that power with humility,
justice and love.

Fortunately, wisdom can be
cultivated. Like every virtue, it
grows through faithful practice.

We become wiser when we
spend time with the Scriptures,
allowing God’s Word to shape
our imagination more than the
endless stream of headlines
and social media posts. We
become wiser when we make
room for silence in lives filled
with constant noise.

We become wiser when we
seek the counsel of people
whose lives reflect holiness
rather than merely success.

We become wiser when we
examine our consciences
honestly and ask not only,
“What do I want?” but also,
“What is God asking of me?”

Over time, these practices
begin to change us. We become
less reactive and more reflective.

Perhaps that is why Jesus so
often withdrew to pray before

making important decisions.
If the Son of God embraced
silence and communion with
His Father, how much more
do we need those moments
ourselves?

The beautiful truth is that
wisdom remains available
to every one of us. It is not
reserved for scholars, professors
or saints. It is God’s gift to those
who sincerely seek Him.

That search never ends.
Whether we are beginning
kindergarten, graduating from
college, starting a new careetr,

raising children, entering
retirement or facing the
uncertainties that come with
age, we remain students in the
school of Christ.

We never graduate from
discipleship.

In an age overflowing with
information, perhaps our
greatest need is not another
search engine, another article
or another opinion. Perhaps
our greatest need is to spend
more time with the One who is
Wisdom Himself.

For in the end, the goal of the
Christian life is not merely to
know more about God. It is to
know God more deeply.

And as we come to know
Him, we gradually begin to see
the world through His eyes, to
love with His heart and to live
with the wisdom that only He
can give.

Oremus Pro Invicem! Let us
pray for one another! m
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