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Meet our new priests

Father Lê earned an 
engineering degree in Vietnam, 
then came to the U.S. in 2016 
to study English at Boston 
University. Later, he went on to 
study philosophy and theology 
at Holy Apostles College and 
Seminary in Connecticut.

Soon, Father Lê had to make 
another choice — whether he 
would stay in the U.S. or go 
back to serve in Vietnam. He 
decided his calling was here.

“After that big change, I 
think that’s about calling me 
to be here for mission with the 
people in New Hampshire,” 
he says.

During their summer breaks 
from seminary, both men 
helped out at local parishes and 
did missionary work.

Father Lê worked as a deacon 
at Good Shepherd and Holy 
Family Parishes in Berlin and 
Gorham, while Father Temkkit 
served at St. Joseph Cathedral 
in Manchester.

Vocation Director Very Rev. 
Christopher Martel kept in touch 
with both men during their 
time in seminary, shepherding 
them on their spiritual journeys. 
While very different from each 
other, Father Martel says both 
will make excellent use of 
their individual gifts in their 
ministries. 

“Father Guillaume, he has 
a very gentle and kind spirit, 

One from New Hampshire and one 
from Vietnam recently ordained 

N ew priest, Father Guillaume 
Temkkit, probably summed it up 
best when he tried to explain what 

the vocation of the priesthood means. 

He compared it to love, 
which requires loyalty, sacrifice 
and giving yourself entirely to 
one person. But as a priest, that 
devotion belongs to the people 
and God, he explains.

“It’s meant to be crazy. It’s 
meant to be radical. That’s 
what makes it love,” Father 
Temkkit says.  

After serving as transitional 
deacons for half a year, he and 
Father Phong Quang Lê were 
ordained on June 6 at St. Joseph 
Cathedral in Manchester.

And while there is a bit of 
nervousness about starting 
their priesthood, they both 
could not be happier to take 
on this new role.

“We’re also very excited, 
because we’ve been preparing for 
this for a long time, and we know 
how amazing of a job it is to get 
to be a priest, and how amazing 
of a vocation and a calling it is,” 
Father Temkkit says.

Growing into  
the priesthood

Father Temkkit was born 
outside of Chicago, but spent 
most of his life in northern 
New Hampshire. Father Lê 
was born in Vietnam, but 
came to the United States for 
advanced studies.

Both grew up in Catholic 
households, thousands of 
miles apart. But they wound 
up at the same place through 
study, discernment, faith and 
a bit of providence. 

For Father Temkkit, his 
discernment began with 
considering other religions, 
to decide unbiasedly for 
himself that he was following 
the right path.

“Luckily, my parents, 
because they are very strong in 
their faith, were very helpful, 
and they gave me plenty of 
resources, and it brought me 
closer and closer to the Catholic 
Church,” he says.

For Father Lê, it began 
in high school, when he 
joined a vocations group 
in Vietnam. He considered 
the question: marriage or 
priesthood? His interest 
pointed to the priesthood.

“After high school, my 
mom told me that ‘If you 
want to be priest, you should 
pray the rosary every day,’” 
Father Lê recalls. “And then I 
said, ‘Yes, mother.’”

Apparently, that good advice 
paid off.

Studying toward 
ordination 

When it came to schooling, 
both men leaned toward 
theology. 

Father Temkkit attended 
Our Lady of Providence 
Seminary College in Rhode 
Island, where he majored in 
philosophy with a minor in 
theology, and also studied 
history and Latin. Later, he 
graduated from St. Meinrad 
Seminary in Indiana. 

one that’s able to be open to 
listening and being attentive 
to those who are in need 
and compassionate,” Father 
Martel says.

 And Father Lê, he says, has 
a missionary heart.

“(He wants) to be attentive 
to the people and learn the 
culture and embrace the way 
of life here in the U.S.,” Father 
Martel says.

Both Father Lê and Father 
Temkkit are excited to take on 
new responsibilities as priests 
— especially administering 
the sacraments — adding 
that they would see what 
the people need, rather than 
approach their new roles with 
preconceived ideas of their 
service.

“My goal in the parish, (is) 
to bring God’s love and mercy 
to people, and especially for 
young people to know about 
God,” Father Lê says. “And, I 
am learning from the parish 
and listening to (the) people.”

“I want to give the 
sacraments very reverently, 
and I want to give them in 
a beautiful way,” Father 
Temkkit says. “When the 
priest does that, when he 
says the Mass in a beautiful 
way, and the sacraments in a 
beautiful way, it helps people 
understand how important 
and powerful they are.” 
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