Mission Statement:

“The Second Vatican Council identified the
Church as the People of God, stressing that we are
all called to holiness and that we share a
common priesthood with Christ through Baptism
and Confirmation. The realization of this lofty
vocation leads to a theology indicating more
vigorous participation by the laity in the
Where will Called to Discipleship ministries of the Church. Mindful of the example
be held? of Jesus who washed the feet of his apostles at the
last supper and spoke of authority as service, the
Diocese of Manchester invites mature Catholics,
through this program of study and prayer, to take
greater responsibility in promoting the life
and mission of the Church’”

Course Informatior

Called to Discipleship will be offered in three locations
around the Diocese of Manchester annually. Visit the

diocesan website www.catholicnh.org/layministry for
schedules and locations. The Core Component of Called

to Discipleship is also available online through the Satellite
Theological Education Program (STEP) at the University of
Notre Dame. Simply visit www.step.nd.edu to register.
When registering, indicate that you are from the Diocese
of Manchester to receive a discount.

Who is Called to Discipleship for?

Called to Discipleship is intended for catechists in parishes
and Catholic schools, lectors, extraordinary ministers of
Communion, support staff, youth ministers, cantors and
other parish volunteers. The Core Course may be taken by
any adult parishioner desiring enrichment.

Lay Ministry Formation
"Launch out into the deep”
— Luke 5:4

What does it entail?

Called to Discipleship has three components: the sixteen
hour Core Course; Skills Formation Day; and the Retreat /
Experience.

What will the program cost?

The cost of Called to Discipleship is covered to a large
extent by participant fees. Participants will pay $80 for the
Core Course and an additional fee for the Skills
Formation and Retreat Days.

Information Contact:

Patricia Gabree,

Executive Director for Education and
Formation of the Laity

P.O. Box 310

Manchester, NH 03105-0310

Phone (603) 669-3100 x172
www.catholicnh.org/layministry
Email: pgabree@rcbm.org

Lay Ministry Formation
"Launch out into the deep”

Diocese of Manchester

Called to

Discipleship

Effective ministry depends
on competent ministers

— Luke 5:4

A three month process of
basic formation for:

+ Parish/school ministers

o Adults desiring
enrichment

www.catholicnh.org/layministry



p An invitation to Catholics to a fuller participation in the life of the Church, through a
”\.* B program of study, prayer, and formation for ministry.

Called to Discipleship

You are invited to participate in this faith-filled, competence
oriented, spiritually nourishing process. This process is for
you if you are serving in your parish or Catholic school.

You may serve as catechist, youth minister, campus minister,
RCIA team member, or extraordinary minister of
Communion. Or, you may be a parish support staff member
or member of the parish pastoral or finance council.

In whatever ministry you serve, you will benefit from this
opportunity to build competence and confidence.

Called, formed and missioned

In the documents of Vatican II, all of the baptized are called
to holiness, to an understanding of their unique role in the
building of the Kingdom of God. As lay people, you have a
part to play in the great unfolding of God’s plan in your
local parish community and in the wider world.

As we forge into the new millennium, Pope John Paul II
again challenged the People of God to take up their role in
the Church with new heart and new vision. The image he
chose for this new millennium was the biblical story of the
miraculous catch of fish (Lk 5:1-6). The apostles, tired and
hungry, unsuccessful in their night of fishing, return to shore
empty handed. Jesus’ request of them is simple; set out into
the deep. And a miraculous catch is found.

So we too, as the People of God, as ministers of God’s
presence and love for others, set out into the deep through
this program of formation. We take as our symbol, that
same boat and net, that presence of Jesus in his cross and
resurrection, that same apostolic willingness to commit
ourselves at God’s command. We accept the challenges of
the new millennium as ours, for this time and place, and
commit ourselves to action, to involvement, to our part as
lay ministers in God’s plan.

How will participating in this process

help me to become more competent

in ministry?

You will participate in a sixteen hour Core Course
consisting of a variety of theological areas of study. The
United States Catholic Catechism for Adults will serve

as the foundation for this course. Once you have completed
the Core Course, you will participate in a Skills Formation
Day. The day will help you develop the necessary skills for
your ministry. Finally, you will experience a Retreat Day.

Those who attend all sessions of the Core Course, the Skills
Formation Day, and the Retreat will qualify for Diocesan
Basic Catechist Certification. Those participating for
enrichment alone may stop upon completion of the Core
Course. The Core Course is also available online through
the University of Notre Dame STEP program.

Core Course Sessions
(Covered in eight evenings or three Saturdays)

1. Faith Development

2. Profession of Faith

3. Old Testament

4. New Testament

5. Person of Jesus

6. Church

7. Sacraments and Liturgy
8. Morality

Skills Formation Day Content
1. Catechetical
2. Administrative
3. Liturgical
4. RCIA

?o To register for the Called to Discipleship Core Course,
please complete this registration form. You will need
to have your pastor or a full-time parish staff member
sign this form. (One registration per person. Copy
as needed.)

Registration for
(See www.catholicnh.org/layministry for locations)

Name

Address (Please include City, State and Zip Code)

Phone (Please include area code)

Email
Parish

Town

Ministry

(Signature of Pastor or other full-time parish staff member)

(Please print name of signature)

Please send completed registration and $80 to:
Patricia Gabree, Executive Director

Education and Formation of the Laity

P.O. Box 310

Manchester, NH 03105-0310

Payment can be made by check or credit card.
(4 Check made payable to RCBM

d Credit Card: [ Visa [ Mastercard
Credit Card #

HEENEEEEECRENNEREEE
Expiration Date I:I:l |:|:| Three Digit CodeD:I:I

Month  Year

(Signature)

(Please print name of signature)

Diocesan policy requires that all Church employees and
volunteers undergo background screenings before they are
eligible for ministry. www.chatholicnh.org/layministry



